
August 2010
  1st - 10th Sunday/Pentecost

  9:30 am  Worship

 10:30 am Fellowship

 11:00 am picnic
  6th   8:00 am Breakfast 
  8th - 11th Sunday/Pentecost 

   8 am Worship in Park

   9:30 am  Worship 

 10:30 am  Fellowship
 14th  11:00 am  Blessing of
                        the Animals
 15th-12th Sunday/Pentecost

  9:30 am  Worship

 10:30 am Fellowship
 17th   7:00 pm Council Mtg
 19th   7:00 pm Diaconate Mtg
 22nd-13th Sunday/Pentecost 

   9:30 am  Worship

 10:30 am  Fellowship
 29th-14th Sunday/Pentecost
!   9:30 am  Worship

 10:30 am  Fellowship

September 2010
 5th - 15th Sunday/Pentecost

   9:30 am  Worship

 10:30 am  Fellowship
 10th   8:00 am  Breakfast

Summer Music at NVC
The choir is on vacation for 
the summer, but the music 
goes on!   We are very pleased 
to have these musicians shar-
ing their talents with us this 
summer:
Aug. 1 – Donna Hanlon, alto
Aug. 8 – We’re having a good 
        old-fashioned hymn sing!
Aug. 15 – Donald Wilkinson, 

baritone
Aug. 22 –Schuyler Livingston, 

organist
Aug.29–Harriet Steeves, flutist  

 and Cal Hastings, tenor
Sept. 5 – Rozi Theohari,

soprano

August 1: 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Sunday

    Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107: 1-9,43;
    Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

Soul Investment

Aug. 8th: 11th Sunday after Pentecost
   Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23;
    Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16; Luke 12:32-40 

Living Into the Promise

Aug. 15: 12th Sunday after Pentecost
     Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 801-2, 8-19;
    Hebrews 11:29-12-2; Luke 12:49-56

Restore Us

Aug. 22: 13th Sunday after Pentecost
    Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6;
    Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17; 

Healing Reign 
Aug. 29: 14th Sunday after Pentecost
    Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16;
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14

Open Table

Sept. 5: 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Sunday

 Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33

A New Identity

The Pulpit Rock
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August 2010

Worship: Scriptures & Themes for August

Songs of Faith

 Hymns of faith have always 
been important to me, both for their 
wonderful tunes and for the words 
which can touch our soul, lead us in 
prayer, help us express our joy, and 
inspire us to deeper levels of com-
mitment.  

 One of my favorite hymns is 
“Christian, Rise and Act Your 
Creed.”  The text was written by 
Francis Albert Rollo Russell in 1893 
(25 years after our sanctuary was 
completed).  Mr. Russell was a 
“writer on scientific subjects,” ac-
cording to the historical notes in the 
New Century Hymnal, and “a fellow 
at the Royal Meteorological Society.”   
Congregationalists began singing this 
hymn when it appeared in the 1904 
edition of The Pilgrim Hymnal.  

 This hymn is a call for us to 
live out the convictions of faith, and 
captures what I think is the essence 
of our hope as disciples -- to “love 
God, heart, soul, mind and strength, 
and to love neighbor as self.”  While 
the words were first penned in 1893, 
they speak to timeless truths and the 
importance of acting in faith.  Here is 
the text:

Christian Rise and Act Your Creed
Christian, rise and act your creed; 
let your prayer be in your deed; 
Seek the right, perform the true, 
raise your work and life anew.
Hearts around you sink with care; 
you can help their load to bear; 
You can bring inspiring light, 
strengthen them to do the right. 
Offer others hope and joy, and 
God’s worship your employ; 
Giving thanks in humble zeal, 
learning all God’s will to feel.  
Come then, law divine, and reign: 
faith that doubt assails in vain. 
Perfect love bereft of fear,
 born in heaven and radiant here.


 May we live in the belief that 
God loves us, and that because we 
are loved we are able to reach out in 
love to others.  Which reminds me of 
another hymn -- “They’ll know we’re 
Christians, by our Love.” 

The Rev. Dr. Larry Titus

From Oliver Wendell Holmes
Take a music bath once or twice a 
week for a few seasons.! You will 
Þnd it is to the soul what a water 
bath is to the body.  



August 6 Breakfast

Madagascar Adventure

 Emily Walls, a Swampscott H.S. honors stu-
dent from Nahant, will speak about her adventures in 
Madagascar at the August 6 breakfast. Emily was one 
of a team of high school students from Swampscott 
H.S. and Nipmuc Regional H.S. (Mendon and Up-
ton) traveled to far away Madagascar in July for a 
month long expedition.

 The trip was sponsored by World Challenge, 
a group headquartered in the U.K. that organizes 
travel for high school students on trekking and serv-
ice journeys throughout the world.

 Emily will talk about the beautiful national 
parks, the animals that they encountered, the team’s 
community service project at a local school, as well 
as the traditions and culture of the Malagasy people.  
The team spent more than a year preparing for their 
journey.

 The free breakfast is served at 8 a.m.  The 
presentation is given from 8:30 to 9.

 ALL ARE WELCOME.

 Please come and bring one or more family or 
friends for a hearty breakfast, an informative presen-
tation and wonderful camaraderie.

My Br otherÕs Table Summer Garden Party

 My Brother’s Table is hosting their annual 
Summer Garden Party at the Nahant Country Club on 
Thursday, August 12, from 7-9 p.m. As generous 
contributors to My Brother’s Table, they have asked 
members of  Nahant Village Church & St. Thomas to 
please donate baked brownies or other finger desserts 
for the event. 

 The Summer Garden Party is MBT largest 
fundraising event, and support they receive will pro-
vide for more than 90,000 meals in 2010. Thanks to 
the generous support from groups like the NVC, they 
have served more than two million meals to men, 
women and children in the region since 1982. 

 The Summer Garden Party will feature an 
intimate setting of flower-filled rooms, appetizers, 
fresh seafood and a carving station from the North 
Shore’s finest restaurants. Tickets are $65.

 If interested in donating a baked good, des-
serts should be brought to the Nahant Country Club 
between 4-5 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 12. For more 
information call My Brother’s Table at 781-595-
3224.

Brotherly Love

 Executive Director of My Brother’s Table, 
Dianne Kuzia Hills, sent a letter extending her appre-
ciation for the continued generosity of the Nahant 
Village Church. She said the donations have helped 
them provide a meal for every guest who has come 
through their door, serving between 275-400 meals 
daily. Even as their meal numbers have skyrocketed 
this summer, on their busiest day they served 434 
meals, they have been able to continue their mission, 
ensuring that no one who comes to the Table goes 
hungry!

“On behalf of the guests, staff and volunteers of 
My Brother’s Table, I’d like to thank you for 
your generosity to our program.” Kuzia Hills 
said. “Without your generosity, we would be 
unable to do this important work.”

Potluck Picnic at the Parsonage

 Come join our church family for a wonderful 
garden party and cookout at the parsonage on Sun-
day, August 1 from 12 to 2 p.m.  To help us plan for 
food and drinks, please let one of us know at your 
earliest convenience if you plan to come (and how 
many in your family will be there).  Visiting friends 
of course are welcome to join.

 Also, let us know if you’d like to bring 
something.  There is a signup sheet in the compan-
ionway or you can contact Maria Welsh (781-581-
2015 or mariawelsh@ymail.com).

Blessing of the Animals
    After many requests, Rev. Larry and our Deacons 
have planned a “Blessing of the Animals” service for 
Saturday, August 14, at 11 am in Marjoram Park. All 
and any animals are welcome, accompanied by 
owner.
    Nahant Leash Laws will be in effect during the 
ceremony and owners are asked to pick up after their 
pet(s), of course. 
   In case of rain the “Blessing of the Animals” will 
be held on Saturday, August 21. For additional in-
formation or questions please contact Rev. Larry at 

mailto:mariawelsh@ymail.com
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Niamh (Neve) Eileen Murphy, daughter of Jenifer and Paul Murphy, and great grand-
daughter of Dorothy Johnson, in her baptism dress. 

She was baptized at the Nahant Village Church on Sunday, June 27.


 Nahant Police Officer, Armand Conti, 
gave a presentation on what Nahanters can do 
to help the Coast Guard and Police Depart-
ment protect America’s harbors and coastal 
areas from terrorist attacks. He showed a video 
produced by the Coast Guard that discussed 
what we should be on the lookout for, what to 
do if suspicious activity is suspected, and he 
gave an update on recent Waterway Watch de-
velopments.

 Officer Conti has trained extensively 
with Homeland Security, and is our liason with 
the Homeland Security team.  He explained 
that Nahant is in a strategic location and told 
of recent events in Nahant that are being in-
vestigated as potential terrorist activities.  

Waterway Watch    July 9 Breakfast



ÒDiaconate DialogÓ

 Grateful thanks to those who contributed to the 
food pantry and animal shelter needs. The items were 
delivered to their respective places the week of July 
19th by James Heckley and Mike Gray. Both places 
were glad to get these things and said to keep them 
coming because there is a great need! The animal shel-
ter said they have a need for newspapers, as well. 
Thanks James and Mike for doing these deliveries.

 Many, many thanks to the congregation for their 
amazing support of the Diaconate Bake Sale Project. A 
grand total of $1086.40 was raised for the Veterans Le-
gal Assistance Network. A special thank you to our 
bakers ~ without things to sell there is no sale. And an 
equally special thanks to our buyers ~ without you there 
would be nothing to send to VLAN.  Selectman Mike 
Manning made 4 pies for each of the 3 bake sales. It 
could be said that they went like hot cakes...or hot pies. 
Others from the community supported the sale when 
they saw people walking out of church with bread, they 
came in and bought some!

 At the last sale the tables were overflowing with 
baked goods from Traditional Breads. Fitzroy Alexan-
der outdid himself with the volume of donated items. In 
fact, there were so many items that people were asked 
to take some extra, for free, and deliver it to their 
neighbors...just tell them that it was from Nahant Vil-
lage Church. The baked goods that were not taken by 
the congregation were taken to My Brother's Table by 
Bill Crawford. The sermon title that week was "Caring 
Neighbors" and the scripture reading was the story of 
the Good Samaritan. Coincidence...probably not. This 
was a project that just kept on giving!

 If you’re looking for a “Done in a Day” project, 
we are always looking for volunteers to take the food 
collected in the Companionway down to the local food 
pantry. The more volunteers the better. You can help out 
as much or as little as time allows you. For more infor-
mation or to set up a pickup time contact Lissa Stempek 
339-440-4067 or lissa88@comcast.net.

 The next Diaconate meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, August 19th at 7 o'clock in the church library. 
Please RSVP, lissa88@comcast.net or 339-440-4067 , 
if you plan to attend. Thanks.

Tides Fundraiser

 Save the Date! Thursday, September 30, fund-
raiser extravaganza at the Tides restaurant. Exciting 
new raffles and prizes, a fun social event among friends 
and neighbors for a good cause. Please join us!

Thanks for Caring

 In a recent letter from the executive director of 
the Northeast Animal Shelter, Randi Cohen, who 
thanked our congregation for donations of blankets, 
food and newspapers. He stated that our contributions 
have helped them to continue their important work of 
finding new homes for animals, providing humane edu-
cation in local schools, providing pet visits to nursing 
homes, and much more. Recently the shelter has ex-
panded their program in order to assist even more dogs 
and cats. “Without your assistance, we could not do our 
work. Thank you again for caring!”

 For a complete list of their accomplishments 
visit www.northeastanimalshelter.org/annual.

Choir Season starts September 12

 The first rehearsal of the 2010-2011 choir sea-
son will be at 9:00 on Sunday morning, September 12.  
We’ll be preparing to sing our first service at 10:30 that 
morning.  

 We’re a group of singers of diverse ability levels 
and experience, and we welcome all people who would 
like to contribute to our group, regardless of previous 
musical training.  If you’d like to join us, email Joe 
Stoddard at josephstoddardjr@yahoo.com, call him at 
(781) 599-6932, or just speak with him before or after 
church on a Sunday.  Find us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/NahantChoir. 

NVC News

 On Sunday, September 12, the church will re-
turn to its regular worship time and Sunday School will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. with a cookout immediately follow-
ing at 11:30. We will also be holding our annual rally as 
many of our members are returning from summer holi-
day. 

 Congratulations to Miaka Foukal and Anthony 
Massari on their upcoming wedding Saturday, August 
7.

Worship In The Park, August 8
! Join us at 8:00 a.m. at Marjoram Park on Sunday, 
August 8, for the third outdoor half-hour worship serv-
ice of the summer. Enjoy the beauty of God’s creation 
in a time of shared worship. Bring a chair or blanket, 
and invite friends and neighbors to worship with us the 
second Sundays of the summer: the final outdoor wor-
ship will be September 12.
" (In case of rain, weÕll meet in the Dory Club.)
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