The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908
An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
where everyone is welcome

August 2022

Dear Members and Friends of the
Nahant Village Church,

Scripture Readings

Your Church Renewal Teams gathered
on May 5th to make promises to one
another. Our Church Consultant,
Pastor Chris Hart
led us. We agreed
that a bond of trust
would hold us
through the thick
and thistle when
the hard work of
transformation
threatens to separate us. So, each one
of us asked ourselves, “What do I need
from the other members on the Nahant
Village Church Renewal Team in
order to remain faithful to what and
who God is leading our church to be in
the immediate future?” Our Behavior
Covenant reminds us that living the
values of Jesus offers an alternate
reading of reality in the face of
conflict, differences, fears, and
change. It reminds us “God does not
put a period where a comma is
needed.” It reminds us “death is never
the final answer, life is!” Above all it
reminds us “God is making all things
new…”

Aug. 7- Worship/
Communion
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 14:1-6; Luke 12:32-40
Theme: Living into the Promise

Aug. 14 - Worship Service
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:23-29;
Luke 12:49-56
Theme: Restore Us

Aug. 21- Worship Service
Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost
Hebrews 12:18-29;
Luke 13:10-17
Theme: Healing Reign

Aug. 28 - Worship Service
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 2:4-13;
Luke 14:1, 7-14
Theme: Open Table
_________________________________________________

Calendar
Summer Worship Service
Sundays, 9:30 am in person in
the Marjoram Park/Town Wharf
and on Zoom.
Nahant Community Breakfast
August 5 at 8:00 a.m.
Bells Mondays
Beginning 4:45 p.m.
Bible Study (via Zoom)
Tuesdays at 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Genesis Supper Club
Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm
See the insert for Zoom meetings
and contact information

We ask for your daily prayers,
constructive critique, and your strong
support as we volunteer to work on
your behalf. May God continue to
bless our beloved Nahant Village
Church.
Love,
Rev Patricia
The text of the Behavior Covenant can
be found on the following page.

SUMMER WORSHIP
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
This summer the NVC is taking the
opportunity to share in the beauty of
our town by offering summer worship
at the Town Wharf/Marjoram Park. We
invite you, your family, and friends to
join Reverend Long, Preacher Rusty,
and Bill Thompson (musician) for
worship on Sunday mornings at 9:30
a.m.
Please plan to join us at 9:00 a.m. for
fellowship preceding worship. Coffee
and light fare will be served.

Pictured above:
Parishioners enjoy Sunday Worship at
the Wharf on a beautiful summer
morning in July with music provided
by the NVC musician and organist,
Bill Thompson.

BEHAVIOR COVENANT
In our work and conversations as The Nahant Village
Church we realize that there can be conflict,
disagreements, and misunderstandings. But that we can
be guided by healthy norms in order to maintain clear
communication and personal assumptions. Therefore, we
enter into this covenant, that represents our values,
affection and respect for each other, together and
promise to:
Begin each meeting, gathering or get together in
prayer.
Accept disagreement, conflict and evaluation as
normal and natural and in this regard, we will handle
all three without triangles as such (Romans 14:19 So
then we pursue the things which make for peace and the
building up of one another.)
1.

Going directly to the person with whom there
is a disagreement or conflict OR

2.

Having an agreed upon third party meet with
the conflicted persons and If need be

3.

Agree to meet with an assigned committee to
work out the disagreement or conflict.

Use “I” statements (Galatians 5:25 Since we live by the
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.)
Be honest; Think of honesty as a gift (Ephesians 4:15
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of him who is
the head, that is, Christ.)
Listen; Promise to do your best to hear everyone (James
1:19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this:
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and
slow to become angry.)

Be vulnerable; accept consequences and allow that you
might be wrong or need support. (Romans 12:3 For by
the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance
with the faith God has distributed to each of you.)
Be accountable; if you said it, did it, had any part in it -own it. (James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and
effective.
Recognize that we all communicate differently; Take
the time to reflect on how what we might say or how we
might act could impact someone else. (Ephesians 4:29
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who
listen.)
Be persistent but kind; Don’t storm out if a
conversation doesn’t go your way. Restate your case and
at the same time be open to discovery and the idea that
an issue might be unfounded or misunderstood.
(Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.)
See problems as opportunities and celebrate as they
are met head on. (James 1:17 Every good and perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.)
Be open to building new traditions. (Joshua 1:9 Have I
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your
God will be with you wherever you go.)

Support one another; (1Corinthians 12:27 Now you are
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.)

With God’s grace, we will apply these principles as a
matter of stewardship, realizing that conflict is an
opportunity, not an accident. We will pray that our life
together, the way in which we treat one another and
handle conflict, will bring praise to our Lord and lead
others to know God’s infinite love.

Respect one another; agreeing to disagree is fine, being
disrespectful is not acceptable. (Ephesians 4:3 Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace.)

A special thank you to Chris Steven who took copious
notes during the Covenant Making Workshop and for
organizing them into the document above that was
accepted by the Renewal Teams.

Trust; Promise to see everyone as a beloved child of
God, completely worthy. (Matthew 22:39 … Love your
neighbor as yourself.)

FROM PREACHER RUSTY
Church Family & Friends,
The novelist Henry James believed
that the two most beautiful words
in the English language are:
summer afternoon. When we live in
a place such as Nahant, it is hard to
argue with that idea though as a
preacher I would argue the two
most important words are: Christ
lives!
When I preach this summer, we focus on the Kingdom
of Heaven a.k.a. the Kingdom of God and how it is not
something ‘of the future’ but it is here now and we are
living in it.

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
August 5, 2022 at 8:00 a.m.
Seaglass Village
Neighbors Helping Neighbors to Age in Place
This is a not to miss presentation (for more details see
story below).
Upcoming breakfast:

September 9 - State Senator Brendan Crighton
Arrangements for transportation of elders may be made
by calling the Tiffany Room, Nahant Council on Aging
(781-581-7557) a few days in advance of the breakfast.

One of my favorite things to do on a Sunday summer
afternoon is to slowly work my way through the Boston
Globe and the New York Times then take a long nap.
Sometimes, though, the nap comes as I read one of the
papers.
My message is this month is simple. Too often, we move
through life like we read the Sunday paper.
“Hmmm… that’s interesting.”
“Hmmm…that’s too bad.”
“Hmmm…so sad.”
“Did the Sox, Bruins, Pats, or Celtics win or lose?”
Then, we drop the newspaper in recycling, light the grill
and go to bed worried about Monday.
My friends, in the Name of Christ, I beg you to not treat
life like the Sunday paper and do not treat your church
or your relationship with Jesus as something to think
about on Sundays only. We come to church to worship
God, not the building or the people in it. When the
Catholic Church went through all of its scandals, many
of my Catholic friends determined to never to set foot in
church again. I reminded them that there is a reason why
the cross is placed high above the priests (and pastors).
We come to church to focus on the eternal not on the
person temporarily standing in front of us. Come and
worship. Then, get busy! The work of the Kingdom on
earth is constant and sometimes overwhelming and, yes,
the workers are few but with God’s support, we shall
overcome!
Peace and Love in Christ,
Preacher Rusty

Seniors all over America want to remain in their homes,
even though some errands, chores, and an active social
life become harder as they age. For some, as daily life
becomes a bit more difficult, the solution might be
moving to a retirement or assisted-living community or
hiring caregivers. For others, the solution can be the
Village Movement, which has sprung up to help seniors
live purposely, independently, safely, and socially in
their own homes.
The very first Village – Beacon Hill Village – began in
Boston over 20 years ago. Today there are more than 350
Villages, all working collaboratively with other local
resources. Seaglass Village opened in December 2021
and is a community of seniors in Marblehead, Nahant
and Swampscott helping each other maintain their
independence while aging in place. Members get help
but also can volunteer to assist others. The presentation
about Seaglass Village will be given by SV Director
Betsy Morris.
Learn more about this initiative and organization by
coming to the August 5 Nahant Community Breakfast.
The free breakfast starts at 8 and all are welcome.
Please spread the word and bring family members and
friends.

A CELEBRATION FOR LISSA STEMPEK

NVC IN THE NEWS
“Nahant Eats Up Penguin
Tales” was a front-page article
in the July 9th Daily Item. It
referred to Isabell VanMerlin’s
presentation on her exploration
of the Antarctic back in January
the year. The presentation was
made to those gathered for the July 8th Nahant
Community Breakfast. Isabell is the artist who created
the Madonna in the Church’s garth.
A great article “Elegy for a Field” written by Preacher
Rusty Chadwick appeared in the Ideas section of the
July 17th Sunday Globe. A copy of the article can be
found in the NVC scrapbook in the Companionway.

14th,

On July
Marrit Hastings hosted a gathering for
Lissa Stempek during her recent visit to Massachusetts.
A number of church members and friends came to wish
Lissa a belated farewell.
Lissa was an active member at the NVC, and she was in
charge of ordering Altar and Holiday Flowers for a
number of years. She was chair of both Deacons and
Missions and was a pro at selling jewelry at the annual
Christmas Fair.
Lissa moved to North Carolina just as COVID was
overtaking the country in 2020, so her farewell was
delays a bit! She is missed by both the church and the
community.

Sara Christie

8/02

Nancy Cantelmo

8/12

Mike Rauworth

8/18

Maureen Edison

8/24

A view across fields to the former Anvil Farm in
Boxford, which belonged to the author's greatgrandfather. The author's
g r a n d f a t h e r, J . Wa r r e n
Chadwick, ran the nearby
Alderbrook Farm and won a
prize for the quality of his
pastures in 1962 Rusty
Chadwick.

THANK YOU PETER
FREISINGER
On Sunday, July 10 th , our
former organist, Peter
Freisinger, delighted us once
again with his music while
substituting for Bill Thompson.

Peter, lived in Vienna, Austria for
10 months. He accompanied the
Vienna State Ballet for six weeks,
substituted in Lutheran churches,
and took many auditions.
Recently he won a job as a pianist
at the Landestheater Detmold in
G e r m a n y, w h e r e h e w i l l
accompany ballet and opera
(beginning in August).

ELIZABETH PALMER PIERSON AWARD

Lily Swansburg accepts
the Elizabeth Palmer Pierson Scholarship on
Sunday, June 26 from William Crawford and
Preacher Rusty Chadwick.

CHURCH EVENTS CALENDAR
The Church Events Calendar is available on the home
page of the NVC Web site.
nahantvillagechurch.org. Services,
church activities, and other
scheduled events, are included on
the calendar. If you would like to
schedule an event, please email the
details (name of the event, date,
time) to the church Administrative Assistant, at
secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org, and she will forward
the request to the appropriate person for approval.
Schedulers will be notified if the church can
accommodate your request, and if approved, the event
will be added to the calendar.

Lily is accompanied by her father Andrew
and mother Jennifer.
She is the youngest grandchild of the former
NVC minister Reverend Edward Swansburg.

BELL RINGERS UPDATE
Beginner bells continues throughout the summer with a
rehearsal at 4:45 every Monday. We are happy to have
four regulars in our
group—Evelyne, Han,
Paula, and Roberta as
well as Samantha
from time to time-with one ringer ready
to move up to the
more advanced group
of ringers in the fall.
This group is learning both handbells and chimes.
Anyone interested in joining can contact Marrit Hastings
at calhast@hotmail.com.
The advanced group is taking a break for the summer but
plans to restart right after Labor Day. We are pleased to
welcome two new ringers—Greta (a graduate student at
Simmons with previous ringing experience) and Michael
(a scientist from Germany and cellist). We are excited
that our ranks and repertoire once again are expanding.
We plan to focus on spirituals in the fall before we start
preparations for Advent and Christmas.

Join on Zoom Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m
A link is available on the NVC Home page at
https://www.nahantvillagechurch.org
Meeting ID: 838 6095 4980
Passcode: 01908

DID YOU KNOW?
We Zoom all of our worship services live each Sunday,
so if you can’t attend in person, you are welcome to join
us on Zoom. Meeting ID 869 1204 8062 Password:
123456.
We also record each service, so you can watch the service
later when you have time. You can visit our website
www.nahantvillagechurch.org for all of the YouTube
links. To navigate to the archive of services, click on
WORSHIP under the blu banner, then click on On Line
Worship Services.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The usual office hours for the NVC are Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. However, office
hours are subject to change during the summer months,
so please call 781-581-1202 to make sure the
administrative assistant is in the office.
If you wish to make an appointment to meet with the
Reverent Patricia Long, please phone her or email her
directly at 781-941-6663 revpatsylong@gmail.com

NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA
CONTACT INFORMATION
Call the Church at 781-581-1202 to leave a message.
Contact Rev. Patricia Long for urgent Pastoral Care,
or Jennifer McCarthy for other church needs. Phone
messages at the Church are checked regularly and
forwarded to the appropriate individual on our Team.

Church – 781-581-1202
Preacher: Roger “Rusty” Chadwick

Pastoral Care: Rev. Patricia Long
781-941-6663 or revpatsylong@gmail.com

Leadership Team
Jen McCarthy (Chair) - edwarthy@hotmail.com
or 781-316-7309)
also Board of Deacons Chair
Nancy Cantelmo - nlc31@comcast.net
or 781-599-3977 or 617-794-6477)
Memorials/Music Committee Chair
Bill Crawford - crawfordwm@verizon.net
or 781-581-0411)
Board of Trustee Chair
Maria Welsh (mariawelsh@ymail.com
or 781-856-5753) –

Treasurer
Marrit Hastings - (calhast@hotmail.com)
or 781-581-5691)

Buildings and Grounds
Cal Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com
or 781-581-5691)
Andy Puleo - andynahant@aol.com
or 617-293-3913)
Compassionate Care Circle
Olivia Brand - 781-584-8112 or 717- 816-5046

You are invited
Sunday Worship Service
in the Sanctuary
Sundays @10:30 am
Live Zoom Sunday Service
Live Zoom Service
Meeting ID: 869 1204 8062
Passcode: 123456
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
A link is available on the NVC Home page.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 10:00 am
Click below to join on Zoom
NVCBible
Meeting ID: 838 6095 4980
Passcode: 01908

Contemplative Circle

on hiatus for now. Stay tuned.

Genesis Supper Club
Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm
Join on Zoom
GenesisSupperClub
Meeting ID: 881 0920 8580
Passcode: 01908

Nahant Village Voices
Date to resume TBD
Click below to join on Zoom
NahantVV
Meeting ID: 810 8610 6763
Passcode: NVV
Passcode: 697582 (phone)

We would Love for you join us!

