
2025
Scripture Readings

Jan. 4
Epiphany Sunday 

Matthew 2:1-2

Jan.  11
Baptism of Christ

Matt 3:13-17

Jan. 18 
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

John 1:29-42

Jan. 25 
 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Matthew 4:12-23

_________________________________

EVENTS
Coffee with the Pastor

Wed., Jan. 7, 14, 21 & 28,  
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Monthly Potluck 
Wed. Jan. 7, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Community Breakfast 
Friday, Jan. 9, 8 a.m.

Trustees
Wed. Jan. 14, 6:30 p.m.

Church Council
Monday Jan. 19, 6:30 p.m.

Caregivers
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 11 a.m.

The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
where everyone is welcome

Dear Nahant Village Church,
 
I am looking 
forward to 
beginning my 
journey with 
you all on the 
day we observe 
Epiphany, 
January 4th. At 

the conclusion of the service, I will 
offer each of you an opportunity to 
pick a star word – an opportunity to 
set an intention for the new year. May 
we be open to the star words that we 
receive as points of focus or 
inspiration for the coming year 
through which we can experience God 
in an epiphany type way.  Each star 
word has a scripture on it to go with 
the word.

 
         The stories of the star words are 
amazing, as they become woven into 
the life of the one who carries it. You 
don’t have to figure out its meaning 
right away; simply let it rest with you. 
You are encouraged to put them in a 
place you will see them often. May 
these stars be one way to help guide 
you, as that star did for the Magi long 
ago, to a place where you discover 
God breaking into the world in 
powerful and personal ways! I look 
forward to hearing your stories of 
your own epiphanies! O Star of 

wonder, star of night, star with 
royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light.
 
            David and I are all moved in at 
the parsonage! We have two yellow 
labs that are super friendly! Deacon (6 
yrs) is a goofball. We also have 
Deacon’s mother, Finn (9 yrs) who is 
quite bossy! We hope you all had a 
wonderful Christmas! Blessings for 
2026! We are delighted to be among 
you!
Peace,
Rev. Emily
(also known as Rev. Em/Pastor Emily/
Rev. EK/Rev.)

 

Coffee with the Pastor  
Wednesdays in January and 

February 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
Come have coffee with Pastor Emily. 

Get to know her and give her a 
chance to know you. Things will be 
brewing from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 



REFLECTIONS FROM THE 
MODERATOR 

As we begin a new year, I find 
myself pausing to reflect on the one 
we’ve just completed. For a church 
without a Settled Pastor, we carried 
on with grace and strength—and I 
truly feel we had a wonderful year. 

I am deeply thankful to all of you 
for your suggestions, patience, 

volunteerism, and guidance. I am 
especially grateful to our committees, who stepped up 
in remarkable ways, always thinking ahead about what 
needed to be done and putting plans into action. 

My heartfelt thanks also go to Rev. Dave 
VanArsdale, Rev. Shawn Fiedler, Rev. Colin Leitch, 
and Rusty Chadwick for sharing their time and 
thoughtful, meaningful sermons with us throughout 
the year. 

And I must share an extra special thank you to Rev. 
Patricia Long. No matter what I need, she is always 
there to help and offer wise advice. After Rev. Dave 
left, we had a brief period without a minister. I 
remember turning to Chris and saying, “We have no 
one for funerals, weddings, or pastoral care.” She 
looked at me and said, “Hopefully no one dies.” No 
sooner had the words left her mouth than the phone 
rang with news of a funeral. Two days later it rang 
again, and about a week after that—again. 

After the first call, I reached out to Rev. Patricia, and 
without hesitation she said, “No worries, I’ve got 
you!” Soon after, she agreed to provide pastoral care 
not only for our church community but for the wider 
Nahant community as well. We are truly blessed. 

Nahant Village Church is strong because of all of you 
and because of our ever-growing community of 
support.  

I wish you all a happy and healthy new year filled 
with Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love! 

MONTHLY POTLUCK 
First Wed. of the Month, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Come to our first monthly Potluck with Pastor 
Emily, Wednesday, Jan. 6,  

6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Come with something homemade, something 

store bought, or come with empty hands ~  
however you come ~we will pull out a chair 

for you and welcome you among us!  

ATTENTION ALL BOARDS & 
COMMITTEES 

It’s that time! 

Please submit your report for the Annual Report to 
Chris Stevens by the beginning of March. 

If you would like to see a copy of last year’s report, 
please reach out to Chris and she will be happy to 
provide one. 

 CHRISTMAS FAIR THANK YOUS!  
Wow! What a wonderful Christmas Fair we had this 

year. We are excited to announce that we raised 
nearly $8,000!  

(and funds are still trickling in!) 

It took many dedicated volunteers to set up, work, 
and break down the fair, and we are incredibly 

grateful for each and every person who contributed. 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped in any 

way; your time, energy, and generosity made the fair 
possible. 

We could not do it without you! 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND MISSIONS 

BREAKFAST IS BACK
Friday January 9, 8 a.m.

As has become somewhat of an annual tradition, 
state Senator Brendan Crighton and state Rep. 
Sean Reid will be on hand to bring us up to date 
on issues of concern to Nahant and the North 
Shore. If you have any specific questions that you 
would like them to address, please forward them 
to Marrit at calhast@hotmail.com well before the 
breakfast so that Brendan and Sean will be 
prepared to respond to them.

As always the breakfast is free and served at 8 
a.m.  Please invite family and friends to a hearty 
breakfast, an informative presentation and Q & A 
and wonderful camaraderie.

MY BROTHER’S TABLE 

During the month of December, we made a 
generous donation to My Brother’s Table, an 
organization that continues to serve free meals 
every single day. This year, they are on track to 
serve between 900,000 and 1 million meals. 

As the largest soup kitchen on the North Shore, 
My Brother’s Table provides meals with no 
questions asked. They proudly operate without 
accepting any federal funding, ensuring their 
doors remain open to anyone in need. Their vital 
work is made possible solely through donations 
from private individuals and groups like ours. 

To further its mission 

Our church will once again be making peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches on Sunday, January 
18th after worship — 250!. We hope you can join 
us for this rewarding experience and help support 
this important mission. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to 
contribute to our My Brother’s Table fund. Your 
generosity directly supports their mission and 
strengthens our community. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
HOLIDAY GENEROSITY  

Thank you for your generous support this holiday season. 
Because of your kindness, we were able to partner with 
the Johnson School to help 18 children through the White 
Christmas program. In addition, your generosity allowed 
us to support several individuals within the NVC/Nahant 
community. 

Thanks to your continued support, the Nahant Village 
Church staff also received generous and thoughtful gifts 
this Christmas. We are deeply grateful for your 
compassion and willingness to give, which truly made a 
meaningful difference this season. 

HUGE THANK YOU 

As the recipient of one of those staff gifts let 
me just say I am astounded by your 

generosity. I am grateful everyday for the 
chance to work here  

(okay, almost every day😆 ) 
and your kind words and gestures this 
holiday season are deeply appreciated! 

Thank you, wishing you all many blessings 
Chris Stevens

mailto:calhast@hotmail.com


Missions Committee members Lisa Haley & 
Chris Stevens (first and second from the right 
respectively) teamed up with Pam Mavrelion 
of  Grace Methodist United and delivered at 
least 6 boxes and a few bags all full of  books 
to LEO Head Start in Lynn. The books had 
been collected by both churches and a huge 

thank you to all who donated!

Shout out to 
Robby 

McGowan 
(left) who for 

years has 
worked behind 
the scenes to 

make the 
greens table at 
the NVC Fair a 
great success!

DECEMBER IN PHOTOS 
There is a lot that goes on around here in the last 
month of  the year  — here’s a peek at the chaos!

Nancy Antrim creates 
greens & shops for 

them (left). 

Rev. Emily Kellar 
drove up from the 

south shore to join the 
fun (center) 

Ziggy inspects the 
finished products 

(above)Scenes from the Fair

Old friends meeting up, new friends 
chatting, shoppers, vendors and cooks — 
it’s what makes our Christmas Fair such 
a great day and a great success year after 
year! Thank you all for participating in 

every way possible

Search Committee members , 
Jen McCarthy, Chris Stevens, 
Lisa Haley, Robin deStefano, 

Beth Walls & Rex Antrim, light 
the second candle of  Advent.



Trudy Joyce — 4 
Robin deStefano — 7 
David Carter — 11 

Edie Hunnewell — 14 
Rachel McCarthy — 17 

Libby Olson — 19 

Moderator Jen McCarthy honors 
Rev. Patricia for her wonderful 

years of  service to us!

Nayla Aoun, Linda Hall & 
Ute Gfrerer perform a 

liturgical dance and song 
during the Dec. 21 service 

The Seaside Sirens, Singing Sea Stars and the 
Village Ringers put on another beautiful Christmas 

Concert this year under the direction of  Ute 
Gfrerer. Residents, friends and family packed the 

pews for the magical event.

Maria & Laurel 
catch up

The pews were filled for the alway magical 
Christmas Eve, led by Rev. Patricia

Linda takes a moment in the sun 
before the chaos kicks in 

(far left)

Roxy and Chase 
Robidoux (Roz’s 

grandchildren) take up 
the third Sunday in 
Advent with Rev. 

Shawn

Tommy, Nicholas & Matthew, our fabulous fair day helpers❤



ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICES
We Zoom all of our worship services live each Sunday, 
so if you can’t attend in person, you are welcome to join 
us on Zoom. Meeting ID 869 1204 8062 Password:  
123456.
We also record each service. You can visit our website 
www.nahantvillagechurch.org for all of the YouTube 
links. To navigate to the archive of services, click on 
WORSHIP under the blue banner, then click on On Line 
Worship Services. You can also find services posted on 
the church’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch

WANT TO FEEL PART OF THE SERVICE 
BE A READER!!

If you’d like to participate in the worship service 
consider being a liturgist one Sunday. No experience 
necessary! You lead the responsive prayers, read the 

scripture lesson and announce the hymns. It’s easy and 
rewarding! Contact Jen at 781-316-7309 or Chris at 

781-581-1202 if you’re interested. Or simply reach out 
to us at church.  

CAREGIVER “CONNECTIONS”
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2025

11 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Nahant Village Church Library

The Caregiver Connect ions 
Support Group was formed to 
provide individuals who care for 
those with memory problems a 
forum to share experiences and to 
support each other. This Support 
Group meets monthly on the third 
Tuesday of each month from 11 
a.m - 12 p.m. The Caregiver 
Support Group is sponsored by 

Nahant COA, and Nahant Village Church. An 
experienced representative from Greater Lynn Senior 
Services will also participate. Please share this 
information with anyone who might benefit from 
participating. Contact Mary Miner of the Nahant COA 
at mminer@nahant.org for more information.

WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM 
NVC?

If you would like a visit for any reason just give a 
shout, or a call! 
781-581-1202

We’d love to see you so don’t hesitate to call!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday - 9 a.m. -noon/1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. - noon.  

781-581-1202
Phone messages are checked regularly.  

In case of an emergency contact Jen McCarthy at 
781-316-7309

Rev. Emily J. Kellar - nvcminister@gmail.com

or 781 264 8339
Church Council
Jen McCarthy - edwarthy@hotmail.com 

or 781-316-7309 
Moderator

Rex Antrim -  rexantrim@comcast.net 
or 781-856-1067
Trustee

Nancy Antrim - nancyantrim@comcast.net
or 781-913-6508
Deacon

Chris Stevens - cjs_ros2@verizon.net 
or 781-254-6827 /781-581-1202
Missions/Office Manager/Sexton

Beth Walls - bethmo81@gmail.com 
Treasurer

Robin deStefano  - rdestef@verizon.net
Clerk

Lisa Haley - shoedropped@gmail.com 
Music

Buildings and Grounds
Rex Antrim - rexantrim@comcast.net

Compassionate Care  - 781-581-1202    
secretary@nahantvillagechurh.org

You are invited to … 
Sunday Worship Service in the Chapel

Sundays @10 a.m. 
or to Live Zoom Sunday Service

Live Zoom Service
Meeting ID: 869 1204 8062 

Passcode: 123456
Dial by your location 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
A link is available on the NVC Home page.

Caregiver “Connections”
Third Tuesday of the month  

11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
NVC - Library

Village Ringers
Mondays @ 5 p.m.

Swansburg Hall

Trustees 
Second Wednesday of each month, 7 p.m.

NVC Library

Church Council
Third Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m.

NVC Library

Membership
If you’d like to become a member of the church 

contact or Rev. Emily J. Kellar at 781-581-1202 or 
Chris Stevens at 

secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org

We would Love for you join us!

NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA
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