
WHAT IF JESUS WAS 
SERIOUS?

Dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ, 
This month we are 
starting a Wednesday 
evening book 
study. The class starts 
with a potluck dinner 
at 6 pm and then at 

6:30 pm we will segue into discussing 
Rev. Skye Jethani’s book “What if 
Jesus was Serious?” The book has a 
lot of fun and meaningful illustrations 
with text that is easy to read as Rev. 
Jethani explores Jesus’ “Sermon on the 
Mount” in insightful and telling ways. 
I encourage members and friends to 
consider attending. (For those unable 
to attend at least consider reading the 
book). Attendees will not only 
experience Nahant Village Church’s 
famously extravagant pot lucks, but 
also what looks to be engaging and 
enlightening reading and dialog about 
a fundamental and familiar teaching of 
Jesus.

The premise of the book is (as the title 
suggests) what the words of Jesus 
taken more seriously would add up to 
for us in the modern world. Hint: it is a 
new way of living–which somewhat 
ironically is living in Jesus’ Way 
that’s two thousand years old. 

Rev. Jethani wonders in the 
introduction if fewer people are 
attending church and identifying as 
Christian because Christians are 
ignoring Jesus.” 

2024
Scripture Readings
 June 2 Worship/Communion
Second Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 5:13-20
Theme: Pride Month

 June 9
Third Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 3:20-35
Theme: The opposition Jesus felt 

from family, friends & others
June 16

Father’s Day
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 1:23-3:6
Theme: Jesus’ approach to 

unloving scripture
June 23

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 4:35-41

Theme: Stormy seas & calming 
Christ

June 30
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 5:21-43
Theme: The love Jesus provided to 
those on the fringe of his culture.
___________________________

Nahant Community Breakfast 
Friday, June 7, 8 a.m.

Book Study

June 5, 6:30 potluck/7 discussion

Caregivers Group
Tuesday, June 18, 11 a.m. 

Hogwarts Family Fun Day 
Sunday, June 23, 4 p.m. - 6p.m.

The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
                                         where everyone is welcome

Rev. Jethani’s final paragraph in the 
introduction has this powerful 
observation every church and Christian 
would do well to consider:
“Far from being hostile toward Jesus’ 
message . . . our society is hungry for 
precisely the kind of integrity, 
gentleness, kindness and love Jesus 
reveals in his sermon. Those who claim 
to be Jesus’ followers and seek a life 
shaped by his kingdom hold the 
antidote to division and anger that is 
poisoning our culture. If we want the 
culture to take Jesus more seriously, 
maybe we should try it first.”

Referring to the ordinary everyday folk 
Jesus addressed in the “Sermon on the 
Mount” Rev. Jethani points out in a 
later chapter that “in a dark 
deteriorating world, there is nothing 
more wonderful than simple people 
living as Jesus taught.” 

During this summer Wednesday book 
study we hope to re-look at how Jesus 
taught us to do that living. Please join 
us. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Rev. Scott Elliott 

Skye Jethani’s “Sermon on the Mount/ 
Thinking Out Loud



ASK SOMEONE TO CHURCH, — 
IT'S THE WAY FOR NVC TO GROW

Most of you will recall that when Rev. Scott first arrived 
he asked us to all invite to church at least one person a 
month. His reasoning --which still holds true-- is that over 
80% of visitors attend a church because someone in the 
pews asked them to. See, no matter how good our 
worship services and our events and mission work have 
become, people need to personally be asked to attend 
on Sundays.  They need to be asked by us. The goal of 
each member asking a person a month to NVC is very 
doable.  Let's all start doing it. It's the way for NVC to 
grow, to blossom like the tree in the photo Rev. Scott took 
(above). 

DID YOU KNOW?

Our Organist Bill Thompson said he was 16 or 17 
years old when this picture was taken. It was while he 
was serving in his first organist position at Lancaster 
Avenue Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas.
The young girl seated at the organ was Bill’s first 
student and though he admits he cannot remember her 
name he did know that she went on to study organ in 
college!
The organ was a Hammond electric, which was very 
popular since the late '40s, and purchased by almost 
every church that couldn't afford a pipe organ. It also 
allowed thousands of organists, including Bill, to begin 
their studies before switching to the pipe organ when 
the opportunity arose.

DON’T FORGET! 
10 a.m. time change July 7th 

The times they are a changing, particularly around here. 
Starting on the first Sunday in July worship will start at 
10 a.m. and it will be a year round change. That means 

no more 9:30 start in the summer.  
Parishioners voted unanimously at the Annual Meeting to 
make a universal start time. After taking a poll with split 
results, Church Council decided to split the difference 
and proposed changing the time to 10 a.m. and the 

congregation agreed! 
So mark your calendar and set your alarm and we’ll see 

you at 10 a.m. starting on Sunday, July 7, 2024. 

 COMMITTEE 
RECORDS! 

Did you ever serve on a 
board or committee here at 

NVC? Did you ever take minutes or hold onto 
any records? If so, I want them! Please. 
I am in the midst of sorting and filing church 
records including minutes from the many, many 
Trustees, Deacons, Missions, Music and other 
boards and committee meetings held over the 
last six decades, but many are missing. If former 
board/committee members could check their 
desks, dining room tables, closets and old 
computers for any stray records I would greatly 
appreciate it. If you find anything please contact 
Chris Stevens at 
secretery@nahantvillagechurch.org or call the 
church office at 781-581-1202. These records 
are our history – thank you for your help! 

mailto:secretery@nahantvillagechurch.org


COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND MISSIONS 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

FOCUS ON FOSTER CARE 

From the MA Dept. of  
Children & Families 

The June 7 Nahant Community Breakfast will 
feature a presentation on Foster Care—a safe 
and loving home for children until they can be 
reunited with their families.  Another plan for a 
child can be adoption.  There is a need for foster 
parents across Massachusetts, from all diverse 
backgrounds.  Come and find out how the 
system works and how to become a foster 
parent.   The rewards of providing daily care, 
guidance, and acceptance to a foster child are 
immeasurable. 

The presentation will be given by Kashawn 
Little who is a foster parent recruiter for the MA 
Department of Children and Families. 

Plan to come for a hearty breakfast (served at 8 
a.m.), an informative presentation, and 
wonderful camaraderie.  Spread the word and 
invite family and friends.  Breakfast is served at 
8. 

Transportation of elders to and from the 
breakfast may be arranged by calling the Tiffany 
Room a few days in advance.  Their number is 
781-581-7557. 

WHAT IF JESUS WAS SERIOUS? 
Really! Come find out —  

The summer book study will kick 
off  June 5. The book is“What if  
Jesus was Serious?” by Skye Jethani, 
“A visual guide to the teachings of  
Jesus that we love to ignore.” The 
book is not only a compilation of  
reflections by Skye but also include 

his doodled illustrations on each 
topic. You can find it on Amazon and read to page 31 
for the first class! 
Class will meet on Wednesdays, start with a pot luck 
at 6:30 p.m. and discussion at 7, done by 8. All are 
welcome. For more info contact Chris at 
secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org or at 
781-581-1202. 

CHILDREN & YOUTH  
HOGWARTS FAMILY FUN DAY 

Sunday June 23, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

You are cordially invited to Nahant Village Church’s 
Youth and Children Hogwart’s Family Fun Day 
Sunday June 23, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m., 27 Cliff Street. 
Come dressed as your favorite character from the 
Harry Potter series, decorate a wand, get sorted by the 
Sorting Hat, mix a potion and have a treat like 
pumpkin juice, butter beer and pizza from Hagrid’s 
House of Pizza! There will be a treasure hunt, and 
trivia and it will be brilliant! 
Everyone is welcome, Muggles, house elves and all 
but please RSVP (for planning purposes) to Chris 
Stevens at 781-581-1202 or 
secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org or Jen McCarthy 
at 781-316-7309. 

Can’t wait to see you there! 

mailto:secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org
mailto:secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org


Joel Marie — 2 
Lisa Haley — 6 

Susan Hooper — 8 
Elisabeth Foukal — 12 

Carl Christie — 20 
Laurel Laliberte — 29

RINGERS WANTED

We are once again looking for individuals who are 
interested in learning to play chimes and handbells.
Join us if you are playing or have played an 
instrument.  Ability to read music is a plus but not 
essential. We will start an introductory session on 
Monday, May 13, at 4:30.  We rehearse every Monday 
for about an hour – from 5 to 6 and play occasionally 
in a worship service or another occasion. Contact 
Marrit at for more info.

WRAP UP 

The Annual Meeting went off without a hitch on 
May 19. Twenty-four members attended along 
with five Friends, including Calantha and David 
Callard via Zoom. On the agenda were four items: 
*Accepting the Annual Report 
*Changing the start of worship from 10:30 a.m. to 
10 a.m. and keeping that time year-round, i.e. we 
will no longer shift to 9:30 a.m. in the summer. 
*Accepting the proposed changes made to the 
bylaws.  
*Accepting the slate of nominations for various 
boards/committees. 
Everything but the bylaws were approved 
unanimously. The bylaws did pass with a ballot 
vote of 23-1. 
Moderator Jennifer McCarthy and Rev. Scott also 
took a moment to thank outgoing Trustees, Bill 
Crawford, Lynne Spencer and Elisabeth Foukal, 
for their time and energy and depth. The trio have, 
collectively, served nearly 60 years on the board. 
The meeting was adjourned in just under 20 
minutes 

CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS
Check out what Council is up to 

Church Council met on May 20th. Each Committee and 
or Board representative shared out what their group is 
planning and working on. We then discussed the 
location of worship during summer. The council has 
decided that most Sundays we will continue to worship 
in the Chapel. On the first Sunday of each month 
though, we will worship in the Sanctuary. We also 
discussed Communion. We have been serving 
Communion by Intinction. We are going to try to go 
back to bringing the Elements to the people in the 
pews.  We reviewed the upcoming Outreach and 
fundraiser events that are planned.  New members were 
added to Committees and Boards at our Annual 
Meeting. The chairperson of those Committees and 
Boards will be reaching out to the newly elected 
members of those boards to welcome them and let them 
know the meeting schedule. It was a good meeting, that 
ended about 8:30 P.M.



NVC IN ACTION!

CRAFT FAIR FUN!

With 13 vendors, a snack bar, bake table 
and two outstanding raffles (and an 
appearance by Sandy the Shop Dog), 
the Spring Craft Fair fundraiser — a first 
for us — was a fabulous success. We 
brought in just over $2,000 had loads of  
fun and  met a lot of  new people! 



1 GREAT NIGHT — 2GREAT EVENTS 
TACOS & BINGO

Taco and Bingo — two great things 
that really did go great together!  

It was a small but enthusiastic crowd 
that came for taco and bingo but a 

good time was most definitely had by 
all and we had a several double 

winners. Nancy Elliott, Emily Potts and 
Lisa Haley who each won a scratch 

ticket for hitting Bingo also won money 
on there scratch cards!  

You could be a winner too — but only 
if  you show up!  

See you next time.

Thanks to Jen McCarthy our fearless 
Bingo caller, who also cooked, cleaned and 
may have even washed a bottle that night. 
Thanks also to Rich Stevens, Chris 
Stevens and Marrit Hastings for their help 
in the kitchen and dining room.



ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICES
We Zoom all of our worship services live each Sunday, 
so if you can’t attend in person, you are welcome to join 
us on Zoom. Meeting ID 869 1204 8062 Password:  
123456.
We also record each service. You can visit our website 
www.nahantvillagechurch.org for all of the YouTube 
links. To navigate to the archive of services, click on 
WORSHIP under the blue banner, then click on On Line 
Worship Services. You can also find services posted on 
the church’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch

WANTED: VOLUNTEERS FOR 
COFFEE HOUR 

All you need to do is serve coffee and treats, provided by 
you, or other volunteers immediately after worship and 
then clean up. If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Jen McCarthy.

CAREGIVER “CONNECTIONS”
Tuesday, June 18 2024

11 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Nahant Village Church - Swansburg Hall

The Caregiver Connect ions 
Support Group was formed to 
provide individuals who care for 
those with memory problems a 
forum to share experiences and to 
support each other. This Support 
Group meets monthly on the third 
Tuesday of each month from 11 
a.m - 12 p.m. The Caregiver 
Support Group is sponsored by 

Nahant COA, and Nahant Village Church. An 
experienced representative from Greater Lynn Senior 
Services will also participate. Please share this 
information with anyone who might benefit from 
participating. Contact Mary Miner of the Nahant COA 
at mminer@nahant.org for more information.

WANT A VISIT?
Rev. Scott is happy to visit members and is willing to 
travel — all you have to do is ask and schedule a date 
& time! Let him know by calling 781-581-1202 or 
emailing him at Nahantpastor@gmail.com. because 
— he won't know you want a visit if you don’t ask!

WE NEED LITURGISTS ON SUNDAYS  
No experience necessary!

If you would like to participate in the worship service 
by leading responsive prayers, reading scripture and 
announcing hymns, please contact Jen McCarthy at 
781-316-7309 or call the NVC office at 781-581-1202 
or sign up electronically by clicking on this link 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
20F054FADAF28AAFC1-liturgist

mailto:Nahantpastor@gmail.com
http://www.nahantvillagechurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FADAF28AAFC1-liturgist
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FADAF28AAFC1-liturgist
mailto:mminer@nahant.org


CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours 

Saturday-Thursday - 9 a.m. -noon/1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. - noon. 

Phone messages are checked regularly.  
In case of an emergency contact Jen McCarthy at 

781-316-7309

  Church – 781-581-1202  

  Minister: Rev. Scott Elliot-nahantpastor@gmail.com 

781-581-1202

Clerk: Robin deStefano  - rdestef@verizon.net 

or 781-581-1202

  Church Council
     Jen McCarthy - edwarthy@hotmail.com 

or 781-316-7309 
Moderator

     Nancy Cantelmo - nlc31@comcast.net 
or 781-599-3977 or 617-794-6477)
Missions

     Rex Antrim -  rexantrim@comcast.net 
or 781-856-1067

     Chris Stevens - cjs_ros2@verizon.net 
or 781-254-6827 - Deacon/office manager

     Marrit Hastings - (calhast@hotmail.com) 
or 781-581-5691) - Treasurer

  Buildings and Grounds
     Cal Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com                              

or 781-581-5691)
     Amy Dow - ikors92@yahoo.com

617-378-8520
  Compassionate Care Circle - 781-581-1202    
secretary@nahantvillagechurh.com

You are invited to … 
Sunday Worship Service in the Chapel

Sundays @10:30 am 
or to Live Zoom Sunday Service

Live Zoom Service
Meeting ID: 869 1204 8062 

Passcode: 123456
Dial by your location 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
A link is available on the NVC Home page.

Caregiver “Connections”
Third Tuesday of the month  

11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
NVC - Swansburg Hall

Village Ringers
Mondays @ 5 p.m.

Swansburg Hall

Trustees 
Second Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m.

NVC Library

Church Council
Third Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m.

NVC Library

We would Love for you join us!

NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA
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