
  1st  1st Sunday of Advent           
  10:30 am Worship/Communion 
  7th  Christmas Fair and Bake Sale     
    9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
  8th  2nd Sunday of Advent            
   10:30 am Worship  
 12th  Memory Cafe   
   Nahant Library at 10:00 a.m.  
 15th  3rd Sunday of Advent       
    10:30 am Worship 
 22nd  4th Sunday of Advent       
     10:30 am Worship 

 24th  Christmas Eve Service               
     7:00 p.m. 
 25th  Christmas Day 
 29th  1st Sunday after Christmas        
    10:30 am Worship 
 31st   New Year’s Eve   

  3rd  Community Breakfast 8:00 am 
  5th  2nd Sunday after Christmas  
  10:30 am Worship/Communion 
  9th  Memory Cafe                        
   Nahant Library at 10:00 a.m.  
 12th  1st Sunday of Epiphany  
    10:30 am Worship                            
      1:00 pm Serve at MBT  
 19th  2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
    10:30 am Worship                  
 26th  3rd Sunday of Epiphany        
    10:30 am Worship 

The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church ~ 27 Cliff Street, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
where everyone is welcome

Greetings Friends!
Winter  is  here!  I 
write to you from a 
cozy  spot  in  the 
parsonage  as  I 
watch  the  snow 
falling,  surrounded 

by  a  dog  on  each 
side of me. My prayer for each of you 
this winter is to lean into the slowing 
d o w n ,  s i t t i n g - b y - t h e - f i r e , 
contemplative side of winter that can 
be so helpful as we think about how 
God is at work in our lives. 
Sometimes  the  pre-Christmas  season 
has a way of making us feel frenzied, 
with  materialistic  focused 
advertisements that start far too early 
in  the  calendar  year  and  travel 
schedules  that  can  feel  hectic.  This 
year,  I  challenge  you  to  resist  the 
hustle and bustle just a little bit. See if 
you  can  kindle  in  your  December 
routine just a little bit more space for 
quiet, contemplation, spontaneous joy, 
and the  surprises  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Perhaps  try  lighting  a  candle  and 
saying  a  short  prayer  to  remember 
Christ  is  with  you  even  as  evening 
grows dark earlier and earlier.
During this season of Advent (the time 
that leads up to Christmas), we will be 
focusing on the theme of Incarnation. 
The word made flesh. God in a body. 
We will read scripture, pray, sing, and 
preach on the topic of Jesus incarnate. 
Let's slow down and meditate on what 
it means to follow a Christ who knows 
intimately what it is to experience the 
human  condition,  including  that  of 
being a corporeal being.

On  Sunday,  December  22,  we  will 
welcome a guest preacher- Rev. Heidi 
Carrington  Heath.  Rev.  Heidi  is  an 
ordained UCC minister, a scholar and 
theologian  on  the  topic  of 
embodiment.  She  will  offer  insights 
from  her  ministry  and  area  of 
expertise.  Additionally,  Rev.  Heidi 
serves  as  Interim School  Minister  at 
Philips  Exeter  Academy  in  Exeter, 
New Hampshire. 
This  month  in  worship  will  be  a 
delight! We will warm ourselves with 
familiar  songs  of  preparation  as  we 
await  the  Christ  child.  We will  light 
Advent light candles in anticipation of 
Jesus,  one for  Hope,  one for  Peace, 
one for Joy, and one for Love. Please 
know  that  you  are  welcome  in 
worship  any  Sunday  at  10:30  a.m.         
I'd love to see you there!
Christ's Peace, 
Rev. Megan 

Bible Studies
Join Rev. Megan in her office and the 
Bible  Studies  Group  on  Tuesday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m.

Monday Morning Beach Walks 
with Rev Megan at 9:00 a.m. 

You are invited to join Rev. Megan for 
a  walk  on  the  beach  every  Monday 
morning  at  9:00  a.m.  (weather 
permitting).  We  will  meet  at  Short 
Beach -  across  from Seaside Pizza - 
and walk and talk for 30-45 minutes. 
This is a time to fellowship and enjoy 
the beauty of Nahant. 

Rev. Megan’s Drop In Hours
Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

at the church.

December    
2019



Mark Your Calendars
Connections, A Memory Café
Thursday, December, 12 at 10 a.m.                                  

at the Nahant Public Library
If you know of anyone concerned about memory loss, 
please spread the word about our efforts to make Nahant 
a  more dementia  friendly community.  Sponsors  of  the 
Memory Cafe are the Nahant Public Library, the Nahant 
Council on Aging, and the Nahant Village Church.

Chiming in the Advent Season
Come, O Come Emanuel

The  Village  Ringers  are  trying 
something new – singing carols 
and playing chimes with a group 
of  eight  individuals.  We  invite 
you to join us – no experience is 
needed.  Each individual will be 
given  one  chime,  as  well  as  a 
booklet  that  tells  the  player 

when (or at which word) to sound the chime.  We will be 
playing  Come,  O  Come  Emanuel  as  the  benediction 
response throughout the Advent  Season.  We hope you 
will  join  the  Village ringers  for  this  fun and uplifting 
musical event.  
If you’d like to participate but were unable to attend the 
practice  session  that  was  held  following  Gratitude 
Sunday, please let Marrit Hastings know so that she can 
go over the specifics with you prior to the first Sunday 
of Advent.

The  annual  Christmas 
Parade  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  December  21 
starting  at  6  p.m.   Once 
again,  the  Village  Church 
will  be  hosting  the  start  of 

the  Parade  and  offer  hot  chocolate  and  coffee  to 
participants.  The Legal  Seafood truck will  be there to 
serve its  famous Clam Chowder.  We invite  anyone to 
come to the Church starting around 4:30 p,m, and to help 
out with this event.

Join us for the        
Christmas Eve service    
to enjoy the beauty of our 
sanctuary at night as we 
sing, pray, and reflect on 
the birth of Jesus in our 
lives. All are welcome! 

7:00 p.m.

Due to the Christmas by the Sea Fair,             
the December Community Breakfast          

will be suspended until January.                              
Please join us when the breakfast resumes 

on Friday, January 3, 2020.

Compassionate Care Group (CCG)News
The  Compassionate  Care  Group  did 
programs  at  the  Jesmond  NH  and 
Prospect  House (Revere,  Catsy Fowle) 
in November which were well received 
by  the  residents.  We  are  working  on 
scheduling December visits for these as 

well  as  the  Hathorne  (Danvers,  Ione 
Hansell).  Look  for  dates  in  the  weekly  news  and 
bulletins. Everybody is welcome to join in! Printed order 
of  worship  and  hymns  will  be  provided.  The 
Compassionate Care Group will meet on Sunday Dec. 1 
after worship. If you are interested in joining the CCG 
let Rev. Megan or Chris Alexander know. Card making/
writing  will  be  held  on  Sunday  December  8  after 
worship in Swansburg Hall. You are invited to make and/
or  write  cards  for  folks  on  our  list.    If  you  know of 
anyone in need of our care please let Rev. Megan know.  
We ask you to keep this ministry of the NVC in your 
prayers.
Christine  Alexander,  (coordinator),  Margaret  Alexander, 
Olivia Brand,  Marrit  Hastings,  Jen McCarthy,  Teri  Motley, 
Claudia Orleans,  Samantha Scolamiero,  Betsy Winkler,  and 
Rev. Megan. 
Calendar:  Sunday, Dec. 1- CCG Meeting after worship 
Sunday  and  Sunday,  Dec.  8  Card  making/writing  in 
Swansburg Hall after worship.

New Members Classes:  February-May 2020
Rev. Megan will be leading a New Members classes for 
those who are new to the Nahant Village Church (within 
the  past  two  years)  and  are  ready  to  join  the 
congregation  officially.  In  the  classes  we  will:  learn 
about  UCC  and  NVC  history,  explore  our  own 
theologies and beliefs, discern how best each of us can 
use  our  gifts  and  talents  in  the  context  of  the  church 
community. Those who so choose will be invited to join 
the  church  officially  in  May.  Stay  tuned  for  more 
information incl. specific dates. If you would like to be a 
part  of  this  New  Members  class,  email 
rev.megansnell@gmail.com.

mailto:rev.megansnell@gmail.com
mailto:rev.megansnell@gmail.com


Christmas Fair Donations for Raffle, Silent 
Auction, or Designer Boutique

Donations accepted
There is still time to bring your treasurers to the Church 
for  the  gift  table,  raffle,  silent  auction,  or  designer 
boutique.  Gift  cards  to  restaurants,  shops,  tickets  to 
sporting events or concerts, antiques, paintings, original 
art  work  all  are  special  items  that  do  well  at  our 
Christmas Fair. Also, we are looking for bakers to make 
holiday baked goods and savories for the bake sale. 
Do you have a gift working with children? Can you do 
face painting, make special holiday crafts, to name just a 
few? Please contact Jen McCarthy at 781-316-7309 or 
edwarthy@hotmail.com if you’d like to lend a helping 
hand with this part of the Christmas Fair. Let’s make the 
fair extra special for the kids.  
Best  times to  drop off  items for  the  fair  are  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  mornings.  Contact  Cal 
Hasting  at  (781-581-5691  or  calhast@hotmail.com)  if 
you need help getting big items to the Church.

White Christmas 
Bring Christ’s love to those who are in want this season. 

As we have in the past, the 
NVC is collecting gifts for 
families  whose  Christmas 
may  be  bleak  this  year. 
Here’s how you can help:  
Bring or send gift cards up 
to  $50  from  any  major 
retailer  to  the  Nahant 

Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 
01908. Checks should be made out to “Nahant Village 
Church” with “White Christmas” in the memo line. The 
pastor  and a  committee  of  church  representatives  will 
determine who will receive the gifts. With peace and joy, 
Teri Motley, White Christmas Chair. 
White Christmas envelopes are available in the Narthex 
on Sundays. White Christmas gifts can also be placed in 
the offering plate on any Sunday during Advent.

Offering Envelopes
If you have requested offering envelopes for 2020, you 
can pick them up one week after the Christmas Fair. It is 
not too late to request envelopes. They are a great way to 
keep track of your giving to the church, particularly if 
you  typically  make  cash  contributions.  You  will  be 
assigned  a  unique  envelope  number  that  makes  it 
possible  for  the  Treasurer  to  keep  track  of  your 
contributions.  Contact  Marrit  Hastings  to  obtain 
envelopes.

A letter from Rev. Megan and Nicole:
Dear Church, 
Early this year, my wife Nicole and I were discerning if 
the Nahant Village Church would be a good place for me 
to  serve  as  pastor.  We talked about  all  of  the  various 
facets  of  the  community  and  the  ways  in  which  the 
people,  values,  sanctuary  space,  nautical  location,  and 
more resonated with us for a variety of reasons. One of 
the  most  important  questions  that  we  asked  ourselves 
was "Is this a church and a town that we would want to 
raise children in?" And, as you might have guessed, the 
answer was an enthusiastic "yes!" 
We felt like this was a place we could really settle down 
and  plant  roots.   It  has  always  been  our  intention  to 
welcome children into our family and for years, we have 
both  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  parenting  together. 
Nicole and I are in the process of adopting one (or two 
children if siblings) from foster care. We may be at the 
point of having children placed in our home as early as 
April 2020. Or, it could be significantly longer that we 
wait for a placement of a child (or children) for whom 
we would be a good fit. When a child (or children) is 
placed  with  us,  we will  both  take  a  few weeks  away 
from work in order to ease the adjustment. 
Advent is a time of waiting and anticipation, dreaming 
and  wonder,  as  we  await  Christ's  birth.  This  really 
resonates in my house right now, as Nicole and I find 
ourselves in a time of anticipation and waiting, as we go 
through the adoption process. There are many mysteries 
and unknowns ahead. But, we trust in God to guide this 
process. 
We ask that you join us in praying for all children who 
are currently in foster care, for all birth families,  for all 
families  waiting  to  parent,  and  for  all  who  work 
diligently on behalf of children and families. Please hold 
us  in  prayer  through  this  process  as  we  continue  to 
educate  and  equip  ourselves  to  parent  effectively 
together.  Please  also  know  that  we  will  keep  you 
apprised of the process with periodic updates.
Blessings,
Rev. Megan 

Stay Connected
Sign Up for Weekly E-mail from NVC

Would you like to receive weekly E-mail notices about 
the activities and services at NVC? If so, sign up on the 
NVC Website  or  e-mail  your  contact  information  and 
permission to Secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org.

NVC Podcast
You may link to Rev. Megan’s podcasts from the lower 
half  of  the  NVC  Home  page  or  by  clicking  on  the 
“Worship” tab from the Home page.

mailto:edwarthy@hotmail.com
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Nahant Lobster Rolls
Homemade Crafts
Holiday Gifts
Baked Goods 
Raffles 
Silent Auction
Designer Boutique

The Nahant Village Church
27 Cliff Street

Nahant, MA 01908

Saturday 
December 7
9:00 a.m - 
2:00 p.m. 

On Sale - 2020 
Nahant Historical 
Society Calendars 

For the Kids:  
A visit from         
Mrs. Claus                
at11:00 a.m.            
and other fun 

activities to follow!

The Nahant Village Church Hosts the Annual

CHRISTMAS BY THE SEA 
2019 HOLIDAY FAIR

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA NOW 

 
 

The altar and sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias for the  
Christmas Eve Service on Thursday, December 24th. 

The cost per poinsettia is $12.50. 
Please make your check out to the Nahant Village Church. 

Please complete the form below and send it with your check 
no later than Monday, December 16th to: 

 
Nahant Village Church,  

PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908  
Attn: Lissa Stempek  

 
The form and check may also be placed in the offering plate. 

 
We are requesting that you TAKE YOUR POINSETTIA AFTER THE 

SERVICE ON CHRISTMAS EVE. 
(Any poinsettias that are left will be given to someone who is 

ill, homebound and unable to get out to church.) 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

I wish to purchase ______ poinsettia(s) for Christmas. 
I would like my name printed in the bulletin as follows:  
In memory (or in celebration) of:  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Given by: ___________________________________________________ 

Christmas Fair and Bake Sale
Saturday, December 7
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

We need volunteers to help with setup, sales, 
baking and running the bake sale tables. Please 
use the signup sheets in the Companionway to 

signup to help us with this very important 
fundraiser for NVC. 

Details on the poster above.

More Upcoming Events 
for December and the New Year 

Silent Movie Night
Saturday, February 8, 2020 @ 7 p.m.

The movie that will be show is The General starring 
Buster  Keaton  with  live  piano  accompaniment  by 
Rob Humphreville. The movie was made in 1926 and 
it is considered one of the greatest movies of all time. 
Here is a plot summary:
One of the most revered comedies of the silent era, 
this film finds hapless Southern railroad engineer Johnny Gray 
(Buster  Keaton)  facing  off  against  Union  soldiers  during  the 
American Civil War. When Johnny’s fiancée, Annabelle Less, is 
accidentally  taken  away  while  on  a  train  stolen  by  Northern 
forces,  Gray  pursues  the  soldiers,  using  various  modes  of 
transportation  in  comic  action  scenes  that  highlight  Keaton’s 
boundless wit and dexterity.
Tickets  are  $20 at  the  door  or  $15 if  bought  in  advance  and 
purchased before December 31, 2019. The movie is preceded by 
a potluck supper at 5:30 p.m.

Would you like to help 
decorate the NVC altar for the 

Christmas Eve Service with 
beautiful poinsettias? 

If so , please use the order form on the               
right side of this page, or enclosed in the 

November bulletins. 
These plants make a wonderful addition to 

your Christmas Day decorations, or you may 
wish to give one to someone who was not able 

to attend the service.  


