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The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
where everyone is welcome

ADD TITLE HERE!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

My favorite
non-religious
holiday, The
Fourth of July,
is nearly here!
I’ve loved it
since I was a
kid, back then I
loved it mostly for the sights and
sounds and great food. As a child it’s
hard not to like a day when most
people are in a good mood and you
get handed sparklers in one hand and
watermelon in the other while
watching fireworks bursting
overhead. As I grew older I still
mostly liked those things, but I also
became interested in the history we

were celebrating.

Somewhere along the line, the red,
white and blue part of the holiday
began to represent the history, the
truly remarkable story of the
Revolution that grew wings and took
full flight when the Declaration of
Independence was signed with
American leaders putting their necks
on the line for freedom and with
many other brave men and women
joining in the seven year long effort
to overthrow colonial oppression.

As part of my secular studies of that
history I was taught in ways that
tended to distance the American
Revolution from religion. While it’s
true that freedom of religion was an
important right in early America and

has remained so to this day, once I
started to study theology I could not
help but notice God was not set aside
and abandoned in the minds of those
who helped birth America. Indeed, the
most famous words of the Declaration
of Independence seem anchored in
theology. Most famously the
introductory words in the preamble
(the part explaining the purpose and
philosophy of declaration) provide
“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness.” Theologically,
it’s pretty easy for me now to see how
those words capture the essence of the
Creation Story that we are all made in
the image of God, and are therefore
equal. They also capture the thrust of
Jesus’ lessons that we have a natural
right to well-being, that is, a right to
life and liberty, and to pursue
happiness. The Declaration of
Independence asserts that we are God
given and that so are those rights.
Which sure sounds theological to me.

I love the Fourth even more now
knowing the notion of God anchored
the primary words we focus on every
year in July. And they are not the only
theological purpose or phrases in the
Declaration. The preamble also refers
to “the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle” people.
Moreover the whole of the Declaration
of Independence itself ends not only
“appealing to the Supreme Judge of
the world” but also with a professed



“firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence”
before the signers mutually pledged “to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.” God, the
equality God created, and the rights God provided mattered
to our nation’s Founders.

In my silver hair era I’ve added, as another this other
reason for loving the Fourth of July, God’s presence in it
since the start! A presence right there is the words we love
and lift up each year.

Have a wonderful and safe Independence Day

Your Brother in Christ,

Scott

Now former Trustees Elisabeth Foukal, Bill
Crawford and Lynne Spencer were honored
during our June 23, 2024 worship service for their
decades of dedication (combined more than 60
years!) to the board and the Nahant Village
Church. Your efforts are appreciated and your

shoes will be very tough to fill! Thank you*

DON’T FORGET!
TIME CHANGE IS

SUNDAY JULY 7th
Worship will begin at 10 a.m starting Sunday July 7,

and it will remain at 10 a.m. year round.
Parishioners voted unanimously at the Annual
Meeting to make a universal start time.
So mark your calendar and set your alarm and we’ll

see you at 10 a.m. starting on

Sunday, July 7, 2024.

ASK SOMEONE TO CHURCH, —

IT'S THE WAY FOR NVC TO GROW

Most of you will recall that when Rev. Scott first arrived
he asked us to all invite to church at least one person a
month. His reasoning --which still holds true-- is that over
80% of visitors attend a church because someone in the
pews asked them to. See, no matter how good our
worship services and our events and mission work have
become, people need to personally be asked to attend

on Sundays. They need to be asked by us. The goal of
each member asking a person a month to NVC is very
doable. Let's all start doing it. It's the way for NVC to
grow, to blossom like the tree in the photo Rev. Scott took
(above).



COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND MISSIONS

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
COASTAL RESILIENCE &
PREPAREDNESS

Friday, July 12th, 8 a.m.
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The July breakfast will be held on Friday the 12th
(not the 5t). It will feature a presentation by our
Town Administrator Tony Barletta and our
Emergency Management Department led by Director
and Chief of Police Tim Furlong. This discussion
will be on Community Preparedness of Sea Level
Rise and Coastal Resilience. Tony and Chief
Furlong will talk about how the Town is monitoring
our costal properties for erosion and vulnerabilities.
They will also talk about some of the infrastructure
projects that the Town is working on to enhance
these properties and prepare Nahant for future
storms.

Breakfast is served at 8 a.m. with the presentation
beginning at 8:15 and concluding around 9. Please
spread the word to family and friends and invite
them to come for a hearty breakfast, a presentation
on a topic of interest to us all, and wonderful
camaraderie.

Transportation of elders may be arranged a day or so
in advance of the breakfast by calling the Tiffany
Room at 781-581-7557.

All are welcome!

IMPORTANT BUDGET REMINDER
& REQUEST

Just a reminder to all members and friends of Nahant
Village Church that we planned our 2024 church budget
with a deficit of $92,205.

Anyone who would like to help narrow that gap with a
special gift or an increase in contributions is encouraged
to do so. All gifts and offerings help Nahant Village
Church continue the dynamic and transformative work
we are doing.

DOWNSIZING SEMINAR

Many thanks to Reading Cooperative Bank for
organizing a seminar providing a Roadmap to
Downsizing: Visualizing & Planning Your Next Steps
on Wednesday, May 29. Presentations made by the
bank, a real estate attorney, a real estate planner, and
a professional move manager/organizing were
informative and well received by the 35 or so people
in attendance.

NVC will host a Murder Mystery Dinner on Saturday “
Oct. 26, 2024 and murder will most definitely be on
the menu!

More information will be forthcoming but ...
SAVE THE DATE:

PLAN TO BE THERE
OR BEWARE!
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Our old friend John Coulon shared sitting with his
old friend during the June Community Breakfast.
Plush Jesus also took the opportunity to show his

support for the fireworks fundraiser! If you haven’t

gotten your t-shirt yet (where ya’ been?!) I’ll bet
there’s still time to buy one! See Jen McCarthy —
she’ll hook you up!

Thank you Christine McShechy for answering
a call we didn’t mean to make. When we
posted that our flag was faded but our Pride
was strong, Christine messaged us asking
“how tall is your flag?” A few days later a
brand new rainbow flag arrived in the post.
Her thoughtfulness blew us away!

JULY

BIRTHDAYS
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2 — Ellie Lowell
14 — David Callard
15 — Rex Antrim
17 — Cal Hastings
23 — Peter Foukal
23 — Heidi Fiore
26 — Lillie Johnson
26 — Rev. Scott
31— Katharine Carter

RINGERS WANTED

Do you, or have you ever played an instrument? We
are looking for individuals who are interested in
learning to play chimes and handbells. The ability
to read music is a plus but not essential.

We rehearse every Monday for about an hour —
from 5 to 6 and play occasionally in a worship
service or another occasion. Contact Marrit at for
more info.

JOIN US JULY 21 FOR A
WORSHIP SERVICE FOCUSED
ON PEACE AND FILLED WITH

SPECIAL MUSIC!




WHAT THE TRUSTEES ARE DOING

The Trustees met on June 12, the first meeting
following the Annual Meeting of the church.

After prayer and acceptance of the minutes and
Treasurer’s report, we took care of some formalities,
electing Rex as chair for the next year and deciding to
share the duties of recording secretary. We each signed
a Conflict of Interest statement, as now required by the
revised Bylaws.

We welcomed Carl Jenkins to the board and once again
expressed gratitude for the many years of service and
dedication to the church of outgoing Trustees Bill
Crawford, Lynne Spencer and Elisabeth Foukal.

Cal Hastings, Amy Dow and David Parish will
continue to serve as the Building and Grounds
subcommittee. Chris Rogers, Carl Jenkins and Cal will
serve as the Investment Advisory subcommittee.

We addressed concern from the Treasurer about income
and cash flow, as we have had to continually dip into
our assets to meet the ongoing costs at the church (see
page 3).

The cost of utilities is an ongoing concern, and we
were joined at the meeting by Tim Bell, who has been
helping pursue options for installing a solar electric
system on the flat roof above Swansburg Hall . The
system would generate enough electricity to cover the
needs of the church building and parsonage, and have
some surplus available to help others in the community.
Since the upfront cost of such a system is considerable,
we may see if one or more benefactors will want to
subsidize the cost and therefore qualify for the 30%
Federal tax credit and Massachusetts tax credit. As a
non profit the church would not qualify for the credits.
Other agenda items were put off until our July 9
meeting.

We are grateful for the efforts of the Landscaping
committee for their work on the front of the church
following the completion of last year’s accessibility
project. Lynne Spencer provided the work and plants
for a pollenating garden in front of the Sanctuary

(see next page for photos of her work).

Willmer Morales of New England AAA Services,
inc. has just finished repairs to stop leaking around
the sanctuary stained glass windows. There was
extensive damage, due to the years of leakage.
Projects for this summer include replacing the trim
around the also leaky companionway windows,
replacing the rotted siding and trim at the altar end
of the chapel, and replacing missing slates on the
Sanctuary roof, and painting of the steeple.

With much appreciation for your support,
Rex Antrim

to My Brother’s Table. In all 200 sandwiches
were made and packed in To-Go-Bags. Thank

you to Nancy Cantelmo and Nancy Elliot for
| spearheading this importance Missions outreach
! project.




NVC:
HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?

BEFORE

=1 Thank you to the Edwards Family [
who donated all the beautiful
flowers for the Garth.
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And thank you to Lynne Spencer
who donated plants and days of

{ her time to planting the wonderful
pollinator garden out front!

And thank you to
Roz also, who
created a
beautiful splash
of by color filling
the Garth

planter!




Z0OOM WORSHIP SERVICES

We Zoom all of our worship services live each Sunday,
so if you can’t attend in person, you are welcome to join
us on Zoom. Meeting ID 869 1204 8062 Password:
123456.

We also record each service. You can visit our website
www.nahantvillagechurch.org for all of the YouTube
links. To navigate to the archive of services, click on
WORSHIP under the blue banner, then click on On Line
Worship Services. You can also find services posted on
the church’s Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch

CAREGIVER “CONNECTIONS”
Tuesday, July 16, 2024
11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Nahant Village Church - Swansburg Hall

The Caregiver Connections

Caregiver Support Group was formed to
“Connections” e
provide individuals who care for
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< those with memory problems a
w forum to share experiences and to
support each other. This Support

=== = = | Group meets monthly on the third
— = Tuesday of each month from 11

WANTED: VOLUNTEERS FOR
COFFEE HOUR

All you need to do is serve coffee and treats, provided by
you, or other volunteers immediately after worship and
then clean up. If you would like to volunteer, please
contact Jen McCarthy.

WANT A VISIT?
Rev. Scott is happy to visit members and is willing to
travel — all you have to do is ask and schedule a date
& time! Let him know by calling 781-581-1202 or
emailing him at Nahantpastor@gmail.com. because
— he won't know you want a visit if you don’t ask!

THE PASTOR

IS [N}

am - 12 p.m. The Caregiver
Support Group is sponsored by
Nahant COA, and Nahant Village Church. An
experienced representative from Greater Lynn Senior
Services will also participate. Please share this
information with anyone who might benefit from
participating. Contact Mary Miner of the Nahant COA
at mminer@nahant.org for more information.

WE NEED LITURGISTS ON SUNDAYS

No experience necessary!

If you would like to participate in the worship service
by leading responsive prayers, reading scripture and
announcing hymns, please contact Jen McCarthy at
781-316-7309 or call the NVC office at 781-581-1202
or sign up electronically by clicking on this link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
20F054FADAF28 AAFCI-liturgist



http://www.nahantvillagechurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch
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mailto:Nahantpastor@gmail.com
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FADAF28AAFC1-liturgist
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CONTACT INFORMATION . .
Office Hours

Saturday-Thursday - 9 a.m. -noon/1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - noon.
Phone messages are checked regularly.
In case of an emergency contact Jen McCarthy at
781-316-7309

Church - 781-581-1202

Minister: Rev. Scott Elliot-nahantpastor@ gmail.com

Sunday Worship Service in the Chapel

781-581-1202

Clerk: Robin deStefano - rdestef@verizon.net

or 781-581-1202
Church Council

Jen McCarthy - edwarthy @hotmail.com
or 781-316-7309
Moderator

Nancy Cantelmo - nlc31 @comcast.net
or 781-599-3977 or 617-794-6477)
Missions

Rex Antrim - rexantrim@comcast.net
or 781-856-1067

Chris Stevens - cjs_ros2@verizon.net
or 781-254-6827 - Deacon/office manager

Marrit Hastings - (calhast@hotmail.com)
or 781-581-5691) - Treasurer

Robin deStefano - rdestef@verizon.net
Clerk

Buildings and Grounds
Cal Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com
or 781-581-5691)

Amy Dow - ikors92@yahoo.com
617-378-8520
Compassionate Care Circle - 781-581-1202

secretary @nahantvillagechurh.com

Sundays @10 a.m.
or to Live Zoom Sunday Service

Live Zoom Service
Meeting ID: 869 1204 8062
Passcode: 123456
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

A link is available on the NVC Home page.

Caregiver “Connections”
Third Tuesday of the month
11 am.- 12 p.m.

NVC - Swansburg Hall

Village Ringers
Mondays @ 5 p.m.
Swansburg Hall

Trustees

Second Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m.
NVC Library

Church Council
Third Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m.
NVC Library

We would_/ove for you join us!
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