The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908
An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
where everyone is welcome
from our community will share their
talents during the service. Please
contact Bill Thompson, Music
Director at NVC, if you’d like to join
the outdoor musicians.

July 2022

Scripture Readings
July 3- Worship/Communion
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 5:1-14
Theme: Surprising Prophets
July 10 - Worship Service
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 19:16-27
Theme: Caring Neighbors
July 17- Worship Service
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Mark 1:12-15
Theme: Word and Work

July 24 - Worship Service
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 10:5-7; 11:2-7, 11-15
Theme: Shaped by Prayer
July 31 Worship Service
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 16:16, 17:20-21
Theme: Soul Investment
___________________________________________________

Calendar
Summer Worship Service
Sundays, 9:30 am in person in the
Marjoram Park/Town Wharf and
on Zoom.
July 10 Worship is at the NVC
Nahant Community Breakfast
July 8 at 8:00 a.m.
Bells Mondays
Beginning 4:45 p.m. followed by
bell choir at 5:15 p.m.
Bible Study (via Zoom)
Tuesdays at 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Genesis Supper Club
Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm
See the insert for Zoom meetings
and contact information

Summer Worship with
Nahant Village Church
Between July 3 and September 4,
2022, worship service will begin at
9:30 a.m. During that time, except for
July 10th, all services will be held at
Marjoram Park/Nahant Wharf. If
the weather is inclement (that is when
you need to use your windshield
wipers), we will be at the church.
For the remainder of June (June 19th
and June 26th) the service will remain
in the Sanctuary of NVC at 10:30 a.m.
On June 26th, the Elizabeth Palmer
Peterson Scholarship will be presented
to Lily Swansburg. On Rally Day,
September 11th, services will resume
at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary at NVC
for the remainder of the year.
An exception to the outdoor services
during July and August, will be July
10th. The service will be held at the
NVC at 9:30 a.m. Our music director,
Bill Thompson, will be away that day,
and we will welcome our previous
music director, Peter Freisinger, as
substitute organist.
We will continue our music ministry
at the outdoor services. Bill Thompson
will be present with a keyboard at
those services. In addition, musicians

Holy Communion will occur on the
first Sunday of each month at our
outdoor services, conducted by Rev.
Patricia Long. Those Sundays are July
3rd, August 7th, and September 4th. The
other worship services will be led by
Preacher Rusty Chadwick, except for
July 31st. Please contact Jen McCarthy,
Chair of the Deacons, if you’d like to
assist with scripture reading or set up
for the summer worship.
Most of the year, we enjoy worship in
the setting of our exceptional chapel
and sanctuary. This summer the
beauty of Nahant will enhance our
outdoor services. Please bring a
comfortable chair and a friend as we
gather together for community
worship in the presence of God and
nature.

SUMMARY
Summer worship at 9:30 a.m. at
Marjoram Park/Nahant Wharf
from July 3rd to September 4th,
except for July 10th.

FROM PREACHER RUSTY
Dear Nahant Village Church Family,
In my last Pulpit Rock message, I
inserted the Caravaggio painting you
(at left). The one titled, ‘Conversion
on the Way to Damascus’. Caravaggio
was a brilliant artist who changed the
way painters depicted church events.
No more perfect faces shining in
perfect light. Some of his commissions
were rejected because they depicted Matthew and Peter
with dirty feet. Imagine that…rejecting an image of
Peter whose feet Jesus washed!
He painted a second depiction of Paul
at his moment of conversion. That
one (at left) is titled, ‘The Conversion
of Saint Paul’. This painting is
crowded and Paul has no shirt and a
long beard. It is located in the Parish
Basilica of Santa Maria del Popolo in
Rome. A church Martin Luther is
believed to have visited. When Stephanie and I went to
Europe, I spent much time chasing down Caravaggio
paintings in various locations in London, Rome and
Madrid. Late one Saturday afternoon, I went to the
Basilica of Santa Maria del Popolo to see the painting in
its location in the back of the church to the left of the
altar. These paintings were installed before electricity so
many churches in Rome make pocket change by having
a little cash box into which you drop a Euro to have a
few minutes of electric lighting illuminate the images
out of the darkness. Just as I was about to step into that
darkness, they closed off the area so that a Mass could
begin. So, I listened to the rhythmic beauty of Mass in
Italian. Afterwards, I joined some fellow Caravaggio
pilgrims as they headed to the front. Some of them were
allowed to see the painting but the usher put up the
velvet rope right in front of me even though the painting
was supposed to be available for viewing for another
fifteen minutes. So close! Yet, I might as well have been
back in Nahant.
Such might be our relationship with the Creator
and Christ. Sometimes, we see nothing in the darkness.
Sometimes, everything suddenly comes into focus. Other
times, we feel blocked from having Christ in front of us.
And yet, God is always there. If I had not stayed for
Mass, I would never have looked up to see marble
angels with their bare feet dangling over the sides of

their ancient perches. I would also not have such a clear
memory of all that I did not see that day. A day which
became, because of my loss, one of my favorite days on
the trip and which made the next few Caravaggios I saw
even more special. So it is with our church as we start to
focus on where we are headed, led by Pastor Chris and
Reverend Patricia. Sometimes, we will see clearly. Other
times, we will struggle to see anything at all. Our
journey—whether to Damascus or out into our
community—will see our efforts bear a type of fruit that
is now unknown. Peace to us all along the way!
Yours in faith in Christ,
Preacher Rusty

SUMMER WORSHIP
As many of you may recall, our church was the Boston
Church–-a place to worship for people who spent the
summer in Nahant. The tradition of singing a specific
hymn at the opening and closing of the summer church
continues to this day. So please join us on Sunday, July
10 to hear and/or sing the opening hymn: FEDERAL
STREET words by Rev. John Gorham Palfrey, 1798.
The thoughtful sires assembled here, Diff’ring in creed,
in spirit one.
A modest temple joined to rear, To seek the Father thru
his Son
They hoped that long ‘neath smiling skies, Mid nature’s
hush, by silent sea,
Accordant praises here might rise, Fountain of light and
love, to thee.
The sires have passed beyond the veil; Yet, while the
years their circuit run,
Accordant anthems here shall hail Th’ eternal Father thru
his Son. Amen
The closing hymn “FATHER ALMIGHTY, BLESS US”
will be sung occur on the Sunday following Labor Day
weekend.

PETER FREISINGER RETURNS
Please join former Church Musician Peter Freisinger on
July 10 when he will substitute for Bill Thompson who
will be away that weekend. Peter left in August of 2021
after shepherding us through the COVID period with
uplifting music to try his luck in Vienna, Austria. He will
be in the US for a short period of time after which he
will return to Europe. During coffee hour, we hope to
learn more about his life, musical career and adventures
in Austria.

NAHANT COMMUNITY
BREAKFAST PROGRAM
The planned presentation for the June 3rd breakfast on
Refugee and Immigrant Assistance Services focused
instead on the experiences of a Sudanese refugee who
came to the US in 2014 and now lives in Lynn. His name
is James Ayueb Buol. He talked about the immense
challenges that he faced in the refugee camps in various
countries where he resided before being able to enter the
US. He also explained the multiple barriers he and other
refugees and migrants face and continue to face in the
US. Among them are: language, cultural differences,
affordable housing, employment, transportation, to name
just a few. Many refugees and migrants find that the cost
of living in MA is not affordable and move on to other
states.
James has written and published a book entitled “I Was
Just A Quiet Little Boy”--the story of Dinka that
chronicles his early life. Copies of his book are available
for purchase at NVC for $10, though donations over and
above will be greatly appreciated. On the back cover of
his book, he notes:
“Life has taught me to be courageous, to have hope and
strength to try new things, even to flee to a foreign land
where none of my ancestors have ever been and where I
knew no one. I have no regrets, even when at times I
have faced uncertainty and I have been met with long
legacies of hatred and bitterness in foreign places.”
We were fortunate to have two service providers attend
the breakfast: new Nahant Council on Aging Director
Mary Miner who recently retired from a long career with
the Massachusetts Department of Transitional Services
and Deborah Barnes who works for Mass Hire North
Shore. We hope that the connections that James
established with these and other individuals will help
him find employment and start a meaningful career. In
addition to English, James speaks Arabic and Swahili.
James feels privileged to have learned English which is
an immense help in navigating life in the US as a
refugee. Language is a huge barrier for non-English
speakers. A few people who attended the breakfast will
explore opportunities to become ESL (English as a
Second Language) volunteers or teachers since there is a
growing need for such services. Anyone interested in
becoming involved should contact Marrit
(calhast@hotmail.com). Let’s extend a helping hand to
newcomers to the US and ease their transition to a
different life to the extent we can.

JULY COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
July 8 at 8:00 a.m.
Travels to Antartica by Isabell VanMerlin
Please join us for the July 8th
breakfast. Artist and photographer
Isabell VanMerlin will take us on
her recent trip to Antartica. She
chronicled her trip by taking lots
of fabulous photographs of
penguins, seals, icebergs, an outdoor sleep over, other
birds and wild life. The breakfast starts at 8:00 a.m. All
are welcome.
Please mark your calendars for upcoming breakfasts
presentations:

August 5 - Seaglass Village--Neighbors Helping
Neighbors
September 9 - State Senator Brendan Crighton.
Arrangements for transportation of elders may be made
by calling the Tiffany Room, Nahant Council on Aging
(781-581-7557) a few days in advance of the breakfast.

CPC GRANT
At the recent Town Meeting, NVC’s request for a
$40,000 grant was approved. The grant will be used to
modify the two entry ways into the Church more
accessible. This is Phase I of the Universal Accessibility
Plan that was drawn up two years ago. It will make both
entrances wheelchair accessible and restore the main
entry way to resemble more what it looked like when the
Church was built in 1868 (see below). The total
estimated cost of this Phase is $50,000--$40,000 of CPC
grant funds and $10,000 paid by NVC.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Natalie Hamil and Kyle Webster who got married at
NVC on June 4th. The wedding had been three years in
the making and was repeatedly postponed due to
COVID. Kyle is the grandson of the late John and
Muriel Webster who were active participants in our
Church. It was a very happy event, and it was wonderful
to welcome back Webster family members who in the
past celebrated baptisms, confirmations, and weddings
in our Church.

ELIZABETH PALMER
PETERSON SCHOLARSHIP
On Sunday, June 26th, the Elizabeth
Palmer Peterson Scholarship was
presented to Lily Swansburg. Lily isthe
youngest of Rev. Ed and Mary
Swansburg’s nine grandchildren. Although Ed passed
just a couple months before Lily was born, I have no
doubt that he and Mary have been watching over her.
Lily is a recent graduate of the Groton-Dunstable
Regional High School where she was inducted into the

National Honors Society and served on the Student
Council. While in HS, she had the opportunity to
volunteer with a number of organizations such as the
Groton Neighborhood Food Project and the
Congregational Church of Littleton’s - Garden at Church
Meadows – both of which supply food and fresh
produce to the local food pantry, Loaves and Fishes.
Working part time for the last four years at SpringDell
Farm, has given her a sense of the amount of need for
fresh produce in the community. During her senior year,
this job further evolved into an internship to study
farming and understand the important resource it
provides. During COVID, Lily became a peer mediator
working to make sure younger students felt connected to
each other and the community as a whole. Other
volunteer organizations that she has worked with include
the Nashua Food Kitchen, the Miracle League and
Special Olympics, St Vincent de Paul (clothing drives
and walks for the poor) and Project Linus, creating
blankets for those in need.
An avid dancer, Lily performed
Principal roles with Dance
Prism – a classical ballet
touring company, and worked
with younger dancers in
building their confidence and
their training/technique.
This summer, Lily has enrolled
in a course to become an Emergency Medical
Technician and is looking forward to passing her EMT
exam before heading off to the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst in the fall. At UMass, Lily
plans to major in BioChemisty and Molecular Biology.
Andrew Swansburg

KUDOS TO
Lucy Grimm for applying her beautiful penmanship to
the marriage certificate of Natalie Hamill and Kyle
Webster who were married at our Church on June 4.
Bill Thompson and Amy Dow for the military hymn/
song medley that was part of the Memorial Sunday
worship service.
Roz Puleo for the flowering plants that grace the planter
in the far corner of the garth.
Volunteers who hosted or helped with coffee hour and
the monthly breakfast: Kevin Bailey, the Hastings, Jen
McCarthy, Teri Motley, Han Parish, Roz Puleo,
Christine Stevens, Maria Welsh, and Marsha White.
Thanks to Marsha White for her willingness to solicit
advertisement updates for the NVC placemat.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
THE PARTICIPANTS
Reverend Patricia would like to express her gratitude to
of all who participated in the two June Memorial
Services for Dennis Scholamiero and Joe Benson.

CONDOLENCES TO
Lucy Grimm and her family on the death of Lucy’s
brother Ralph who passed away at the age of 99. Our
thoughts and prayers are with them.

2 Ellie Lowell and Sheridan Maguire
10 Marsha White
14 David Callard
15 Rex Antrim
17 Cal Hastings
23 Peter Foukal
26 Lillie Johnson
31 Katharine Carter

STONE SOUP
and Being a Caring Neighbor
This European folk story tells
about some travelers who come to
a village, carrying nothing more
than an empty cooking pot. Upon
their arrival, the villagers are
unwilling to share any of their
food stores with the very hungry
travelers. The travelers then go to
a stream and fill the pot with water, drop a large stone in
it, and place it over a fire. One of the villagers becomes
curious and asks what they are doing. We are making
“stone soup” which we will be delighted to share. To
enhance the flavor, the hungry strangers convince the
people to each share a small amount of their food in
order to make it a meal for everyone to enjoy. The moral
to that story is the value of sharing.
At NVC, we do our part in terms of sharing. Last year,
we were able to contribute $2,000 to My Brother’s
Table, the largest soup kitchen on the North Shore.
Since 1982, My Brother’s Table has served close to six
million meals. Year to date, we have collected $50 for
My Brother’s Table and allocated $500 from our
Mission’s budget.
Also, last year, almost $4,000 was contributed to the
Communion Offering Fund. It enables NVC to lend a
helping hand to eight individuals/families by providing
financial support ranging from $200 to $1,000. Year to
date, our collections have totaled $1,865.
In terms of both special funds, we have a long way to go
to at least match what we did last year.
We will be reinstitution our schedule of special offerings
in early July. On the first Sunday of each month, there
will be a special offering for the Communion Offering
Fund. In odd months (July, September, November) there
will be a collection for My Brother’s Table.

CHURCH CALENDAR
If you would like to schedule an event at
the Church, please submit the event
(including meetings) name, date, and
time to the church administrator, Susan,
at secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org.
Susan will post the event on both the
Church Website and on the master
calendar that will be posted in various locations around
the church. By submitting information early, you will
insure there will be no scheduling conflicts with with the
regular Church functions or other scheduled events.

SCRIPTURE READERS
Would you like to read the scripture during the Sunday
Worship Service? If so, please email Jen McCarthy at
edwarthy@hotmail.com.

HANDBELLS FOR BEGINNERS
We started a small group of
beginner handbell ringers and invite
anyone who is interested to join. We
both go over how to read music, as
well as handbell ringing techniques.
We meet on Mondays from 4:45 p.m. to about 5:15
p.m.. When the Village Ringers return to regular
rehearsals, we will provide an opportunity for beginners
to ring with them for an additional 15 minutes or so.
Contact Marrit Hastings if you are interested in joining
this group. Experienced Ringers are welcome to join at
5:15 p.m.

DID YOU KNOW?
We Zoom all of our worship services live each Sunday,
so if you can’t attend in person, you are welcome to join
us on Zoom. Meeting ID 869 1204 8062 Password:
123456.
We also record each service, so you can watch the
service later when you have time. You can visit our
website www.nahantvillagechurch.org for all of the
YouTube links. To navigate to the archive of services,
click on WORSHIP under the blu banner, then click on
On Line Worship Services.

VOLUNTEERS FOR COFFEE HOUR
We have resumed our Coffee Hour in Swansburg Hall
following our Sunday worship services. Would you like
to volunteer to oversee the Coffee Hour, which takes
about 30 to 45 minutes. Coffee is made and food is
provided. Volunteers will just do a light clean up and
clean out the coffee pot. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Jen McCarthy.

BIBLE STUDIES

COMPASSIONATE CARE CIRCLE
Make someone’s day; please sign a greeting card.
Do you know someone who may appreciate a birthday
wish, a get well wish, or a note of cheer? If you do,
please use the sign-up sheet to give us her or his
name.Thank you

GENESIS SUPPER CLUB
The Genesis Supper Club meets in person on Friday
nights from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Zoom and phone
meeting information is available Nahant Village Church
Webpage at nahantvillagechurch.org.

Join on Zoom Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m
A link is available on the NVC Home page at
https://www.nahantvillagechurch.org
Meeting ID: 838 6095 4980
Passcode: 01908

NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA
CONTACT INFORMATION
Call the Church at 781-581-1202 to leave a message.
Contact Rev. Patricia Long for urgent Pastoral Care,
or Jennifer McCarthy for other church needs. Phone
messages at the Church are checked regularly and
forwarded to the appropriate individual on our Team.

Church – 781-581-1202
Preacher: Roger “Rusty” Chadwick

Pastoral Care: Rev. Patricia Long
781-941-6663 or revpatsylong@gmail.com

Leadership Team
Jen McCarthy (Chair) - edwarthy@hotmail.com
or 781-316-7309)
also Board of Deacons Chair
Nancy Cantelmo - nlc31@comcast.net
or 781-599-3977 or 617-794-6477)
Memorials/Music Committee Chair
Bill Crawford - crawfordwm@verizon.net
or 781-581-0411)
Board of Trustee Chair
Maria Welsh (mariawelsh@ymail.com
or 781-856-5753) –

Treasurer
Marrit Hastings - (calhast@hotmail.com)
or 781-581-5691)

Buildings and Grounds
Cal Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com
or 781-581-5691)
Andy Puleo - andynahant@aol.com
or 617-293-3913)
Compassionate Care Circle
Olivia Brand - 781-584-8112 or 717- 816-5046

You are invited
Sunday Worship Service
in the Sanctuary
Sundays @10:30 am
Live Zoom Sunday Service
Live Zoom Service
Meeting ID: 869 1204 8062
Passcode: 123456
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
A link is available on the NVC Home page.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 10:00 am
Click below to join on Zoom
NVCBible
Meeting ID: 838 6095 4980
Passcode: 01908

Contemplative Circle

on hiatus for now. Stay tuned.

Genesis Supper Club
Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm
Join on Zoom
GenesisSupperClub
Meeting ID: 881 0920 8580
Passcode: 01908

Nahant Village Voices
Date to resume TBD
Click below to join on Zoom
NahantVV
Meeting ID: 810 8610 6763
Passcode: NVV
Passcode: 697582 (phone)

We would Love for you join us!

