
August 2021 
Scripture Reading 

  Aug 1  Worship & Communion
   2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a
   Psalm 51:1-12
     Theme:  Bread of Life
  Aug 8  Worship Service
   1 Corinthians 12:1-31
   Acts 6:1-7 
     Theme:  Using your gifts to  

build up the church
  Aug 15  Worship Service
   Pslam 121
   Acts 7:54-60, 8:1-3
    Theme:  Being bold when 

others challenge you
  Aug 22  Worship Service
   Jeremiah 11:18-20
   Acts 8:26-40
    Theme:  Being aware of the 

moment and letting the 
Holy Spirit move you

  Aug 29  Worship Service
   Ruth 1:11-6, 4:13-7; Acts 9:1-9
    Theme: You never know what 

might sprout from tragedy 
and hatred

——————————————
Calendar 

Worship Service 
Sundays, 10:30 am in person and 

remote service via e-mail blast
Nahant Village Voices 

Saturday, Aug. 14, 3:00 - 5:00 pm
Bible Study (via Zoom)

Tuesdays @ 10:00 - 11:00 am
Genesis Supper Club 
Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm

Rally Day - September 12
Annual Meeting             

September 19
See insert for Zoom meeting     and 

contact information

The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
where everyone is welcome

EXCITING NEWS                  
FOR NVC SUNDAYS

Greetings Nahant Village Church 
Family, Friends….and Strangers,

This is the time of 
year to sit back and 
relax, but as they 
say on Game of 
Thrones, “Winter is 
coming.” Indeed, 
soon enough, it 
w i l l b e t h e 

Christmas season. 
How do you want it to be? Will masks be 
soooo 2020? Will the pews be full of joy 
and expectation? 
Our worship discussions have asked how 
many pairs of shoes might turn us into 
goats and why we must keep Sundays 
holy. We also had some fun re-hearing 
John Winthrop ‘As a City on a Hill’ 
sermon, one of America’s most famous 
and important ideas. 
You might not realize it but you are being 
called. Yes, you. God called Abraham and 
Sarah, Moses, Elijah, a bunch of 
fishermen and even a tax collector. God 
calls you:  to come to church? Yes but for 
much more: to help feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, visit the sick and those 
in prison. And, above all, God calls you 
to love one another, starting in your own 
home, in your daily routine, and those 
you do not yet know. Be busy but 
remember, our Savior valued time away 
from the crowds and times for quiet 
reflection. So, sit back in that lawn chair, 
give thanks and make plans for how you 
will spread God’s Word and Love. 
Peace through Christ, 
Roger ‘Rusty’ Chadwick
Your Sunday Preacher and Fellow

WE WILL MEET AGAIN
Dear Nahant Village Church,
I first stepped into NVC as a 
substitute on August 10th, 2014, and 
was immediately impressed by its 
beauty, cleanliness, and the warmth of 
the congregation.
Now at the conclusion of about two 
years, I am sad to leave, but decided 
to move to Austria, where my father 
grew up. I’ll seek new musical 
adventures, as well as some good 
desserts. August 15th will be my last 
service, but I'm planning on returning 
to visit at least by next summer, so we 
will meet again!
I am grateful to the church, pastors, 
administration, and choir for having 
given me the opportunity to grow 
musically, and for the dedication and 
wonderful spirit that makes NVC so 
memorable.
Thank you for your encouragement 
and support.
Please be in touch, come visit Vienna, 
and stay well!
Sincerely,
Peter Freisinger, musician



WISHING PETER FAREWELL
As noted in Peter’s article, he will be leaving us mid-
August after being our music director for almost two 
years. We have really enjoyed working with him. He 
kept our music program going during very difficult 
pandemic times. This involved recording the piano or 
organ part of a hymn or piece of music and then sending 
it off to a soloist who recorded a voice over. 
Join us on Sunday, August 15 to thank Peter for his 
music ministry at our Church and to wish him all the 
best as he explores new horizons.

OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH
The Music Committee has been actively searching for a 
new music director and is hopeful that we will find a 
good candidate.

MUSIC CONTINUES AT NVC
Kudos to Amy Dow and Rich 
Stevens for participating in the July 
18 worship service, and to Teri and 
Herb Motley for doing a duet the 
following Sunday. Our thanks to all 
our musicians -- your voices and 
musical talents really enhance our 
worship experience.

GROUPS AND CLUBS

COMPASSIONATE CARE GROUP (CCG) 
The Compassionate Care Group continues to provide 
contact, support and prayers for people in our 
congregation  or community in need of support. If you 

are able to make a call, send a 
card or offer a ride on a Sunday, 
would you contact Olivia Brand 
at olivia.f.brand@gmail.com or 
phone 717-816-5046 with your 
area of availability. 

If you are in need of caring 
support from NVC, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
us, to Rev. Jeff, or anyone on  the Compassionate Care 
team, and we will match you with a prayer partner and 
care group member.

Continued Gratitude to the Compassionate Care 
Group for their calls, notes and other ways in which 

they express concern, sympathy, get well wishes, and 
encouragement. The work that they do is greatly 
appreciated. Also a word of thanks to Flo Sigourney who 
keeps the birthday wishes flowing. Blessings to all who 
are part of CCG.

THE GENESIS SUPPER CLUB 
Fridays from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.                                        

In person and Zoom
The Genesis Supper Club started meeting in the 
Community Garden behind the Johnson Elementary 
School this spring. We gather on Fridays at 5:00 p.m., 
weather permitting. Between three and 12 people attend 
and someone is nearly always on zoom regardless, so be 
sure check zoom to confirm if we are at the garden. 
We held a birthday-bon voyage and thank you toast for 
Margaret Alexander with some 
"O Vine" — a carbonated 
water with wine essence from 
Israel — since she gave us her 
community garden plot to 
tend. Another week we made 
salad dressing with a "human-
powered" food processor using 
oil, vinegar, dill, marjoram, 
sage, chives, sorrel, and 
oregano from our garden. Speaking of Oregano, we have 
PLENTY, and if you would like any, please show up to 
collect some! We can even give you a plant for your 
home garden or porch flowerpot. 
Recently we had a FEAST of crudités including snap 
peas, radishes and a cucumber from our plot, plus 
Reverend Jeff shared with us his now-famous "CSA 
Ratatouille.” We even had fermented oatmeal "manna" 
bread. 
We look forward to seeing new faces at our Friday 
Nights at the Garden. Come and taste fresh stevia leaf, 
pineapple sage, lavender and other edible blossoms from 
the Bible! Exodus 16:31 “The people of Israel called the 
bread manna. It was white like coriander seed and 
tasted like wafers made with honey.” (ours tasted like 
oatmeal raisin cookies, and was vegan and gluten free!)

mailto:olivia.f.brand@gmail.com


Report from the NVC Leadership and Profile Teams

On Sunday, July 18th, 2021, members and friends of the Nahant Village Church attended a Special Meeting 
following the worship service to discuss the current status of plans for our next minister. Jen McCarthy gave 
the presentation and chaired the meeting. Members of the Leadership Team, NVC Profile Team, and Trustees 
added comments or answered questions.
About twenty people attended in person and there were three present on Zoom. Comments and questions were 
heard from all who had an opportunity to contribute.
The Nahant Village Church is in the situation of many churches with a dwindling and mostly elderly 
population and no active Sunday School or youth involvement. Our growth is hampered by our small island 
geography. We see an opportunity in new families moving into town and in a tumultuous world which seeks 
spiritual guidance. 
It is the opinion of the Leadership and the Profile Teams, with the agreement of the Trustees, that we need to 
change our direction from a Part-Time to a Full-Time Minister. The experience of the Part Time Ministers we 
have had--our settled pastor, Rev Meghan (who left primarily for personal reasons) and our current Interim 
Minister, Rev Jeff McDonald-- has convinced us that at present we do not have the people who are able or 
willing to assume the added responsibility necessary to sustain a Part-Time Ministry. This lack of lay 
leadership has prevented both Part-Time Ministers from carrying out their work in the designated hours.
When the decision was made to go to Part Time, this was done not only because of concerns about funding but 
also because many churches that choose to go that route were successful in its implementation and saw renewal 
and growth.
We are once again at a crossroads and realize that we will not be able to continue our work at the Nahant 
Village Church unless we attract new members and especially children. The Leadership and Profile Teams, 
with support from the Trustees, feel we must return to a Full-Time Ministry to succeed and have considered 
alternative funding sources. The Nahant Village Church currently has three endowments, and can draw on 
funds from two, according to their original charter, to subsidize a Full-Time Ministry. While this will not be 
sustainable for many years to come, we believe our situation warrants using available endowment funds now as 
an essential investment in our Church’s future.
We had originally believed that a Full-Time Designated Term Pastor would be our best option. This would be 
minister who would come for 3-5 years to focus on our challenges of church growth and organizational 
structure. A settled pastor would then be sought after that designated term. Following the discussion with the 
Congregation, we have changed to the recommendation that we seek a Settled Full-Time Minister to be with 
us for an extended period of time. This person would not only help us with church membership and 
organization but would continue to be with us as we move on into the future. We need continuity in Ministerial 
presence and not go through more changes.
We believe that the Holy Spirit will lead us in our search to find the right spiritual leader and grow our Church. 
We will cast our nets widely and consider all candidates who are interested in our Church.  The Profile 
Committee will continue to refine the Nahant Village Church Profile, and to submit it to the Area Ministry of 
the United Church of Christ and to people interested in leading us in our spiritual journey. There is much work 
to do in our Church and in our community.  We are convinced we will find our next leader and are willing to 
work together to make the Nahant Village Church viable, relevant and sustainable in the present and future. We 
ask for your prayers and your help.
Returning to a Full-Time Ministry will be put to a vote by the Congregation at our Annual Meeting to be held 
on Sunday, September 19, immediately following the worship service. Please plan to attend this important 
meeting.



NAHANT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Friday, September 10 at 8:00 a.m. 

Please mark your calendar for 
Friday, September 10 when we 
wil l resume our monthly 
breakfasts. We are pleased to 
announce that State Senator 
Brendan Crighton will be 
joining us as our speaker. His 
appearance at one of our 
breakfasts has become an 

important annual event in Nahant. The free breakfast is 
served at 8. Please spread the word and bring one or 
more of your friends or family members. Also, come 
with questions that you would like Senator Crighton to 
address.
On October 1st, we hope to schedule the Nahant Police 
Department. This will be an opportunity to get to know 
our new Chief, Tim Furlong, as well as hear about 
happenings at the Department. It also will give us a 
chance to express our thanks to retiring Chief Bob 
Dwyer

Sunday, September 12
We want to reach out and welcome  new families to 
Nahant.  The Leadership Team has prepared a letter 
inviting these families to Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 12.  We need your help identifying 
newcomers to Nahant and distributing the letter.  If you 
know of new families and are willing to help, please 
send an e-mail to our administrative assistant Susan (at 
secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org) and she will 
provide you with copies of the letter of invitation.

Also, help is needed with our 
traditional cookout following the 
worship service. There will be a sign-
up sheet in the Companionway of 
items needed for that event. Thanks in 
advance for your help.

NVC 2021 ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, September 19 at 11:30 a.m.

Please plan to attend this important meeting.  A 
congregational vote will be taken to return to Full-Time 
Ministry. Copies of the 2020 Annual Report will be 
available on or about August 15. Copies can be obtained 
after the Sunday worship service. You can also make a 
request to secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org to receive 
an electronic or paper copy of the Annual Report. Those 
who are unable to attend the Annual Meeting will have 
an opportunity to vote by proxy--be on the lookout for 
details on that process.

BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. via Zoom.

All are welcome!

NAHANT VILLAGE VOICES
To find out more about the Village Voices program 
schedule, contact NahantVillageVoices@angelic.com

ALTAR FLOWERS
Would you like to sponsor a flower arrangement for the 
alter during Sunday worship? If so, please contact Jen 
McCar thy a t 781-316-7309 or by emai l a t 
edwarthy@hotmail.com. 
Please include the Sunday date for your order and your 
special message, which will be included in the Sunday 
Service Bulletin. 

LAY SPEAKERS
The Nahant Village Church is looking for lay people to 
speak to the Congregation (5-10 minutes) about how 
faith affects their lives or professions. We are looking for 
scientists, doctors, lawyers, contractors, artists, 
musicians, and any other professions to offer to share 
their experience with how faith affects their jobs or lives. 
We are hoping this will bring in a wider audience to 
Sunday Worship. Contact Elisabeth Foukal at 
eefoukal@comcast.net or 781-581-7537

SCRIPTURE READERS NEEDED
If you would be interested in signing up to be a reader 
for a Sunday over the summer, please contact Jen 
McCarthy at 781-316-7309 or you can send an email to 
edwarthy@hotmail.com

N E W S  A N D  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

mailto:secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org
mailto:secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org
mailto:edwarthy@hotmail.com
mailto:eefoukal@comcast.net
mailto:edwarthy@hotmail.com


Our Sympathy 
We extend our deepest 
c o n d o l e n c e s  t o B e t s y 
Winkler and her family on 
the death of her husband 
Steve who died as a result of 
a serious car accident. May 
he rest in peace! Please hold 
Betsy in your prayers.

A Message of Thanks

Sara Christie  8/02 

Nancy Cantelmo  8/12 

Maureen Edison  8/24 

Paula Souza   8/25 

Pam Motley   8/26 



CONTACT INFORMATION
Call the Church at 781-581-1202, anyone on the 

Leadership Team, or Rev. Jeff for any urgent pastoral 
care or other needs. Phone messages at the Church are 

checked daily and forwarded to the appropriate 
individual on our Team.

  Church – 781-581-1202 

  Interim Minister
     Rev. G. Jeffrey MacDonald  

revjeffnvc at gmail dot com or 978-270-0114

  Leadership Team
     Jen McCarthy (Chair) - edwarthy@hotmail.com 

or 781-316-7309) 
also Board of Deacons Chair

     Nancy Cantelmo - nlc31@comcast.net 
or 781-599-3977 or 617-794-6477)
Memorials/Music Committee Chair

     Bill Crawford - crawfordwm@verizon.net 
or 781-581-0411) 
Board of Trustee Chair

     Maria Welsh (mariawelsh@ymail.com 
or 781-856-5753) – 

  Treasurer 
     Marrit Hastings - (calhast@hotmail.com) 

or 781-581-5691)

  Buildings and Grounds
     Cal Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com                              

or 781-581-5691)
     Andy Puleo - andynahant@aol.com 

or 617-293-3913)

  Compassionate Care
     Olivia Brand - 781-584-8112 or 717- 816-5046

You are invited 
Sunday Worship Service

Sundays @10:30 am
Remote Service

will be available on the NVC website, 
YouTube, and the NVC Facebook page. 

We will send an e-news blast this afternoon.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 10:00 am

Click below to join on Zoom
NVCBible

Meeting ID:  838 6095 4980
Passcode:  01908

Genesis Supper Club
Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm

In person at the Community Garden            
behind the Johnson School

or join on Zoom
GenesisSupperClub

Meeting ID:  881 0920 8580
Passcode:  01908

Nahant Village Voices
Saturday, July 10

Click below to join on Zoom
NahantVV

Meeting ID:  810 8610 6763
Passcode:  NVV 

Passcode:  697582 (phone)

We would Love for you join us!

NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83860954980?pwd=R0VmWllIQVFHcTE4UEkrZkVmQ2VzZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88109208580?pwd=R3ROTTIzQWZSQk04cjh6UjFLbW5RZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81086106763?pwd=QTMzR21iaGtIMmYxY3VQU1VqUjNLdz09
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mailto:crawfordwm@verizon.net
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mailto:calhast@hotmail.com
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