
2019
  1st   Community Breakfast 8:00 am
  3rd  Last Sunday after Epiphany          
	   10:30 am Worship/Communion  
  6th    Ash Wednesday
 10th  1st Sunday of Lent       
    10:30 am Worship                
      1:00 pm  My Brothers Table
 14th  Connections Memory Cafe        
    10:00 am Nahant Library 
 17th  2nd Sunday of Lent      
    10:30 am Worship 
 23rd  Spring Flea Market                        
      9:00 am to 2:00 pm NVC
 24th  3rd Sunday of Lent               
    10:30 am Worship Service
 30th  Spring Work Party                           
      8:00 am - 12:00 pm NVC
 31st  4th Sunday of Lent                 
    10:30 am Worship Service

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
April 2019

  5th Community Breakfast 8:00 am
  7th  Fifth Sunday of Lent          
	  10:30 am Worship/Communion
  8th  Spring Tides Fundraiser                     
	   6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
 14th  Sixth Sunday of  Lent      
    10:30 am Worship         
 19th.  Good Friday 

 21st  Easter Sunday   
 Sunrise Service
28th  Second Sunday of Easter          
	    10:30 am Worship        

The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church ~ 27 Cliff Street, Nahant, MA 01908

where everyone is welcome

Worship Themes for March 2019
March 3- Last Sunday after 

Epiphany
Theme:  Astounded Greatness

Scripture:  Luke 9:28-43

March 10 - First Sunday of Lent 
Theme:  Christ Our Inner Companion

Scripture:  Psalm 91:1-2; 9-16

March 17 - Second Sunday of Lent
Theme:  Expecting Christ’s Return

Scripture:  Philippians 3:17-4:1;        
Luke 13:31-35

March 24 - Third Sunday of Lent
Theme:  A Drink from Christ

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 10:1-13; 
Luke 13:1-9

March 31 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
Theme:  The Christ Mystery

Scripture:  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

The Christ Mystery
I have a new puppy. The foster parents 
in Tennessee named him Whiskey and 
I decided to keep the name after the 
song by Chris Stapleton “Tennessee 
Whiskey.”  He is part beagle and part 
husky. And he is full of spunk.
I love the energy of puppies. They see 
everything for the first time. The beach 
is a new adventure: When he set his 
feet on the sand, his body froze before 
he leapt forward and chased a seagull, 
gleefully free in the wind. Snow was 
also a big surprise to the little guy: He 
sunk into the white powder and 
learned to hop to the next snowdrift. 
The mystery of seeing a being 
experience the world for the first time 
is like watching a miracle in action.
This year, our theme for Lent is The 
Christ Mystery. We will work with the 
idea that Christ is everything. Christ is 
energy, light, love, hope, water, air, 
earth, heart, soul, relationships, and 
bodies. 
Jesus was confident that all beings 
carry the Christ mystery. He never 
pointed to himself as the sole bearer of 
this mystery that heals and sets people 
free.

During Lent, let’s take this journey 
with Jesus to Jerusalem, aware of the 
Christ Mystery within and among us. 
Let’s see everything for the first time. 
Let’s see Christ!
Sincerely,
Rev. Laura

Bible Study Thursdays
at 9:00 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome. 

The Compassionate Care 
Group will be meeting after worship 
on the first Sunday of the month with 
the pastor, to share updates about folks 
in need of visitations, calls, or other 
help  from the Pastor or members of the 
Compassionate Care Group. If you 
know of anyone in need of our care, or 
are interested in joining or assisting us 
please let Rev. Laura or Chris 
Alexander (781-864-5367) know. 
Please keep this ministry in your 
prayers.



A Warm Welcome Reverend Megan Snell
Reverend Megan Snell was 
voted unanimously by the 
congregation of the Nahant 
Village Church to be our settled 
part time minister, on Sunday, 
February 17, at the conclusion 
of Candidating Weekend. We 
welcome Rev Megan (right) 
and her wife, Nicole (left), to 
the NVC and to our parsonage. 
The congregation had an opportunity to meet them both 
on Saturday, February 16th, at an afternoon Meet and 
Greet. Rev Megan conducted the worship service the 
next day, after which she was given the affirmative vote 
by the congregation.
Rev Megan spent her youth in Southern California, a 
lifelong member of the United Church of Christ. She 
received her calling to the ministry during her college 
years in Boston and graduated from Andover Newton 
Theological School with a Masters of Divinity degree. 
She continues her studies part time at Pacific School of 
Religion toward a Doctor of Ministry, studying the 
Intersection of Mental illness/health and Christian 
churches. Her experiences in congregational ministry 
have led her to serve in churches in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut.  
She well regarded for her inspirational sermons, based on 
Biblical and experiential themes. Our congregation was 
certainly moved by her sermon during Candidating 
Weekend. Rev Megan considers pastoral care one of the 
greatest honors of her profession. She is also passionate 
about church growth, lay leadership and community 
service. 
Rev Megan will work with Rev Laura in April, and they 
will conduct services together during Holy Week. We are 
excited about Rev Megan, and the gifts and talents she 
brings to our church. We look forward to having Rev 
Megan become our spiritual leader, and to working 
together with her in the next chapter of ministry and 
service at the Nahant Village Church.

The Search Committee   

Good food for you
Updated February 2019

A list of Nutrition Assistance Programs and Food Pantries 
in the Greater Lynn Area is posted on the wall leading to 
Swansburg Hall. Additional copies are available in the 
Church office or on the table in the Companion Way.

Nahant Community Breakfast 
State of the Town

Friday, March 1 at 8 a.m.
The next breakfast will feature a presentation by the 
Nahant Town Administrator, Tony Barletta, regarding the 

municipal budget. Topics to be 
discussed include:  the budget 
development process, the current 
financial climate of Nahant, and 
the goals of the proposed Board of 
Selectmen budget. He will also 
discuss projects being considered 
for Community Preservation Act 
funding, share success stories of 
supplemental funds achieved 
through state and federal grants, as 

well as grants the Town plans to pursue, provide 
background information on the annual town meeting 
warrant articles, and explain the basis for considering a 
general override to the tax levy.
The breakfast is free and all are welcome. Please spread 
the word and bring a family member or friend.
Arrangements for transportation of elders to and from the 
breakfast may be made by calling the Tiffany Room a 
few days in advance of the breakfast at 781-581-7557.

~~~~~~~~Volunteer Opportunities~~~~~~~~
My Brother’s Table Volunteers Needed for                     

March 10, 1:00-4 p.m  
Jen McCarthy will not be able to attend the March MBT 
serving on March 10, so volunteers for March are more 
important than in other months. Anyone interested in 
leading or volunteering for this important duty, please 
sign up on the sheet in the Companionway.

Flea Market and Bake Sale 
Week of March 17 - 23 

The volunteer schedule is available on the               
signup sheet in the Companionway. 

Spring Work Party 
Saturday, March 30, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Nahant Village Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Connections, A Memory Café
The Connections Memory Café 
will be held on Thursday, March 
14th from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Nahant Public Library. If you 
know of anyone concerned about 
memory loss, please spread the 

word about our efforts to make Nahant a more dementia 
friendly community. Other sponsors are the Nahant 
Public Library and the Nahant Council on Aging.

Altar Flowers
Would you like to grace our altar with flowers? 

Have you ever wondered how all the beautiful flower 
arrangements end up on the altar? This is how it 
happens. 

If you would like to have flowers in 
memory of a loved one, to celebrate a 
milestone, or recognize a special 
occasion, contact the Church Office, 
781-581-1202, or Lissa Stempek, 
339-440-4067, to place your order. It's 
that simple!

You may request a certain type of flower, or a color 
scheme, and the type of container you would like for the 
arrangement. The container can be a regular church 
vessel, a glass vase, a basket, or you may even use a 
container from your home. You may choose the wording 
for the dedication the church bulletin.
Lissa will place the order with Welch Florists. They have 
been providing flowers for NVC for over 10 years, and  
the Welch’s staff are extremely accommodating, 
creative, professional, and always consider the best 
interest of our congregation. The fee for flowers is 
$37.50; flowers that are not in stock may incur an 
additional charge.
Checks should be made payable to Nahant Village 
Church and sent to Lissa at 17 Prospect Street, Nahant. 
Thank you to the many people who have contributed 
flowers to adorn our altar for Sunday worship.

Easter Flower Orders 
This year the altar and sanctuary will be 
decorated with a variety of plants for 
Easter. The cost for a plant is $10.00. If 
you would like to order plants, please use 
the form on the back page of this issue, or 
pick up a form in the Companionway. 

Please include your dedication. 
The deadline for orders is Sunday, April 14, 2019.

Nahant Village Church 
Spring Flea Market and Bake Sale

Saturday, March 23 – 9 to 2 pm
It is not too early to start looking around your house for 
items to donate to the Spring Flea Market. They can be 
dropped off starting March 1.  What sells well are lightly 
worn clothes, as well as shoes (women’s an children’s), 
household goods in working order, china, vases, 
decorative pillows, you 
name it. Things we 
cannot accept include 
electronic equipment 
(computers and screens, 
or TV’s). These can be 
dropped off at the 
Nahant Library or the 
DPW at a modest fee.  
Other items that we 
cannot accept are used 
bedding (both sheets, 
pillows, blankets) and 
books. We will collect 
used jewelry but will not sell it until our December 
Christmas fair.
Best drop off times are: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
mornings when our Administrative Assistant is at the 
office or Sundays immediately after our 10:30 worship 
service. Other drop off times may be arranged by calling 
the Church Office at 781-581-1202. Clothing on hangers 
may be put on the coat rack in the hallway leading to the 
restrooms.
The bake sale is expected to be another big hit. This 
year, savory items such as soups, special salads, etc. will 
be offered in addition to delicious bake goods.
This is an opportunity for someone to chair or co-chair 
this event. Contact Marrit Hastings (781-581-5691) for 
more information. We need a team of volunteers who 
will be willing to sort, price, sell and afterwards pack up 
unsold items to be delivered to the Salvation, Lifebridge, 
Goodwill or other charitable organizations. There is a 
volunteer signup sheet in the Companionway. It takes 
many hands (particularly on the 23rd) to make this a 
successful Spring Flea Market and fundraiser for the 
Church.
AND, we will continue our practice of sharing 10% of 
the proceeds of the Flea Market to charity.

Indoor 
Fl e a  Ma r k e t               

Bake Sale & More

Nahant Village Church
27 Cliff Street, Nahant

Saturday, March 23, 2019
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

! ! ! B a r g a i n s  G a l o r e ! ! !
Donation drop off days and times beginning March 1:
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday:  9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Sunday:  11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
or phone the Church office to make arrangements:  781-581-1202

Join us for this important fundraiser for the                                               
Nahant Village Church and A Bed for Every Child
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Reflections
 by Marrit Nauta Hastings

Given at February 10 Church Gathering
For our reflections, I brought this etching which I 
acquired many years ago from a Dutch artist.  It is one in 
a large series. This particular one has held special 
fascination for me over the years. As you can see, they 
are blocks of stone of different colors, textures and sizes.  
Over time, this etching has become somewhat of a 
mirror of my life – each stone representing a different 
chapter.
To me, this etching also portrays our Church—showing 
different chapters in the Church’s long life. The stones 
depict not only the diversity in all who have ministered 
to our Church but also those who have worshipped here
—from the elders of the 1800’s to today and the future. 
Our journey is one of gratitude and awe for all that has 
gone before.
These stones are not static or lifeless – if you look 
closely, you see movement everywhere – movement 

within the stones 
(almost like arteries 
or tree branches), as 
well as movement 
between the stones. 
This movement is 
essential because 
they represent 
openings to the 
future. But more 

importantly, they remind us that we need to give God 
space to do its work.  
We build on what has gone before us and strengthen the 
Church’s foundation further by adding yet another stone.   
The stones remind us to build bridges to one another – to 
share our lives and listen to life that sings. And we 
rejoice with great expectation of all that lies ahead. 

Our Sponsored Child in the Philippines
If you would like to read 
the most recent letter 
from our sponsored child, 
Jessica Pedro, you will 
find it in the gray 
notebook in the “Events 
and People”  section in 
the Companionway. 

    
 

†    ORDER YOUR EASTER PLANTS NOW    † 
 

This year the altar and sanctuary will be decorated with a variety of plants for Easter. 

The cost per plant is $10.00. Please make your check out to Nahant Village Church.  

If you would like to have one or more plants, please complete the form below 

and send it with your check to:  

Nahant Village Church 
PO Box 77 

Nahant, MA 01908 
 

This form, and your check, may also be placed in the offering plate. 

THE DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS APRIL 14th. 

We are requesting that you  

TAKE YOUR PLANT AFTER THE EASTER SERVICE 

so that you may enjoy it at home. 

Any plants that are left after the service on Easter 
will be given to an ill or shut-in person ~ 

unless you specify otherwise. 
I wish to purchase the following for Easter, April 21, 2019. 

    _____   lily   _____   tulip 

    _____   daffodil  _____   hyacinth 

      _____   hydrangea 

I would like my name printed in the bulletin as follows: 
In memory or celebration (please select one) of: 

 

 
 

 

Given by: ____________________________________________________________ 
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