June 2021
Scripture Reading

June 6 Worship & Communion
1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20;

Psalms 128, Genesis 3:8-15
Psalms 130
Theme: God’s Will

June 13 Worship Service

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20;
Ezekiel 17:22-24 and Psalms
92;1-4 and12-15

Theme: Flourishing

June 20 Worship Service

1 Samuell7:32-49; Psalms 9:9-20
Job 38:1-11 and Psalms 107:1-3,2
and 3-32

Theme: Pushing the Boat Out

June 27 Worship Service

Open and affirming Sunday

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27

Psalms 130, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Theme: Healing Powers

Calendar

Worship Service
Sundays @ 10:30 am in person
(subsequently broadcast via
YouTube and Zoom)

Nahant Village Voices
(via Zoom)
Saturday, June 12, 3:00 - 5:00 pm

Bible Study (via Zoom)
Tuesdays @ 10:00 - 11:00 am

Genesis Supper Club
(via Zoom)
Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm

See last page for Zoom links

The Pulpit Rock

The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
where everyone is welcome

A Message from
Rev. Jeff

Back to Basics

Dear members and
friends of Nahant Village Church,

We’ve just celebrated Pentecost, when
the Holy Spirit lit the people up with
power to be the church and to restore
unity where there had been scattering
and division. We might expect
miracles to follow.

And miracles do indeed unfold,
though not right away, according to
Acts 2, where Pentecost is described.
First the church takes steps so basic as
to almost escape notice. We read in
Acts 2:42: “They devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.”

These simple steps are essential
building blocks of strong spiritual
community. They’re exactly what we
need to reclaim and practice with
intention now, in this moment, as
Nahant Village Church goes through a
historic season of regathering.

1) Apostles’ teaching. Each week at
NVC, we hear scriptures read aloud
and the Gospel proclaimed as part of
worshipping the living God. In other
words, we devote ourselves to the
apostles’ teaching whenever we show
up and take part. With souls hurting
from our time apart, we do well to
push ourselves and make Sunday
worship a weekly habit again. You
might be a tad out of practice, but like
cycling or walking the beach, you’ll
find it to be increasingly refreshing
the more you do it.

2) Fellowship. After worship, being
able to greet each other is a true
blessing. It can be a time for
reconnecting, sharing a laugh or a

story, and remembering what binds us
together. I urge you not only to attend
worship, but to stay if you can for a
bit of fellowship outdoors. I believe
you’ll find it heartening, refreshing
time well spent.

3) Breaking of bread. We’re eager to
find a way to have the church eat
together again... even if it means
everyone brings their own picnic and
eats together on the beach. We could
use an organizer or two. Please get in
touch with me or one of the deacons if
you’d like to help plan an outdoor
BYOE (bring your own everything)
church meal. It will help us be the
church as per Acts 2:42.

4) Prayers. Lifting prayers together
is the fourth pillar, and it’s no minor
matter. Let’s be creative and prolific
in praying together this season. Some
ideas: call a church friend and after
catching up, say, “I’ve missed saying
the Lord’s prayer with other people.
Can we say it together now?”’ If
someone tells you about a struggle
they’re having, ask them: “may I say
a prayer for you now?” Open a book
of prayers — there are many, none
better than the Book of Psalms in the
Bible — and read aloud. Or set a time
for daily prayer — early morning, at
the dinner table or before bed (or all
three) —and make it as much a habit as
brushing your teeth. These practices
remind us that by God’s design, we
belong to a meaningful community
and a religious tradition. Let’s
discover those meanings with a
reinvigorated habit of praying with
others.

May God continue to bless Nahant
Village Church as we get back to
basics in this season of regathering.
Your brother in Christ,
The Rev. Jeff MacDonald,
Interim Minister



EXCITING NEWS FOR NVC SUNDAYS

The Leadership Team is excited to
announce that beginning June 13th,
Rusty Chadwick will be with us for
the summer to lead our Sunday
Worship Services at 10:30 a.m..
Rusty has been with us previously on
May 9 and May 23. Each week he
has delivered a message that we
really needed to hear. If you haven't heard him preach
yet, you can visit our website and check him out.

SCRIPTURE READERS NEEDED

An important part of each week’s service is the reading
of Scripture. It is always nice when we have a guest
reader for scripture. If you would be interested in signing
up to be a reader for a Sunday over the summer, please
contact Jen McCarthy at 781-316-7309 or you can send
an email to edwarthy @hotmail.com

ALTAR FLOWERS

Each week we try to have flowers on
our alter to remember a loved one, to
celebrate someone one, or to
commemorate a milestone. If you
would like to sponsor a flower
arrangement for the alter, please contact Jen McCarthy at
781-316-7309 or you can send an email to
edwarthy @hotmail.com. Please include the Sunday date
for your order along with your special message, which
will be included in the Sunday Service Bulletin.

THE VILLAGE RINGERS NEWS

The Village Ringers will be _
performing Simple Gifts on S -
chimes during the June 6 —
worship service. Please come
and join us.

The group is working hard to

prepare a recording of patriotic melodies for the Wall
that Heals which will be in Nahant from July 14 to 18.
This is the traveling Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

BACH AND MESSIAEN!

Dear Friends,

In May, I was delighted to play the first and last
movements of Messiaen’s “L’ascension” as organ
postludes. This music is especially suitable for
Eastertide; each of those movements are prefaced with
quotes from the Gospel of St. John. Like much of
Messiaen’s music, the titles are elaborate (“The Majesty
of Christ Requesting His Glory from His Father,”
“Prayer of Christ Ascending to His Father,” etc).
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Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) was born in Avignon and
died in Paris. He was organist at L’église de la Sainte-
Trinité for 61 years, and taught at the Paris Conservatory
for 37 years.

A fervent Catholic, Messiaen was innovative in his use
of rhythm, and was also an ornithologist who
incorporated birdsong in some of his compositions. He
loved nature, and wished to express joy in his
compositions.

He and Johann Sebastian Bach were prolific composers
for the organ. Bach lived in the baroque period (born.
1685), and Messiaen, in the 20th century. It’s easy to tell
them apart, since Messiaen’s music is often very
dissonant (and often hard to play)! Some listeners won’t
like it at first, but may learn to appreciate it.

Happy listening!

Peter Freisinger, Organist

COMPASSIONATE CARE GROUP (CCG)

The Compassionate Care Group continues
 comgassiy to support about two dozen members of
f‘;‘iimm\\,{ our community on an ongoing basis. The
Foim exact number of people we serve
4" fluctuates monthly as needs change and

some of our beloved friends find their way
to Heaven. And yet, we know that there are still folks
who may need a helping hand or a spiritual life that we
haven’t reached yet. It might just be YOU, even if you
have been a church member for a long time. If you
haven’t received a card or call from us lately, you may
not be on our list.

This year has been so challenging for all of us and we
aim to do more acts of kindness during this time. If you
are interested in using your gifts of caring to help your
neighbors in small and tangible ways this is a great time
to join us and learn best practices. Please contact Olivia
Brand at olivia.f.brand @gmail.com to learn more about
this opportunity and training date or to share a care need
that yours or someone you care for may have.

NAHANT VILLAGE VOICES

June’s theme is Fatherhood. Join us Saturday, June 12
from 3 to 5 pm on Zoom. Please contact us if you are a
Nahanter or NVC connected writer or performer who
would like to be featured in the future.
NahantVillageVoices@angelic.com

BIBLE STUDY

Tuesdays at 10 am via Zoom. All are welcome!

THE GENESIS SUPPER CLUB
Fridays from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
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2021 ELIZABETH PALMER PETERSON
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT IS
RACHEL MCCARTHY

The scholarship committee is pleased to announce that
Rachel McCarthy is the recipient of the 2021 Elizabeth
Palmer Peterson scholarship. The scholarship award will
be presented during the Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.
on Sunday, June 6.

Rachel has been an active member in our congregation
since she was six years old. She started out attending our
Sunday school program, and has since participated in
both the youth and adult Bell Choir. She regularly
volunteers when our church to serve food at My Brothers
Table. She was also named a Junior Deacon. Rachel
enjoys participating in worship services by reading
scripture, and helping throughout the service with
greeting members, collecting the offertory, and assisting
the minister as needed.

When Rachel is not helping out at the church, she is
active in the community by participating in elections,
being an advocate for East Point, organizing animal
drives for a local animal shelter and working with the
Rovers Special Olympics Soccer program.

Rachel will be graduating from Swampscott High School
in just a few weeks. In the fall, she will be attending
Stonehill College in Easton, MA where she will be a
psychology major with the end goal of becoming an
occupational therapist.

In addition to the EPP Scholarship, Rachel was the
recipient of both the 2021 American Legion Post 215
and the 2021 Charles Kelly Community Service
Scholarships presented to Rachel during the Nahant
Town Meeting on Saturday, May 15, 2021.

Rachel is featured in the
Daily Item article on May
25 “Swampscott High
Student Awarded Nahant’s
American Legion Post 215
Annual Scholarship” by
Elise Carmosino.

The article focuses on
Rachel’s accomplishments
including her involvement
in helping to bring “The
Wall That Heals” to
Nahant this summer.

Photo by Julia Hopkins,
Daily Item photographer

Use the link below to view that Daily Item article:

https://www.itemlive.com/2021/05/25/rachel-mccarthy-
awarded-nahants-american-legion-post-215-annual-

scholarship/

MY BROTHER’S TABLE

My Brother’s Table, in Lynn, has served
1,103,804 meals in the past twelve
months, never missing a day because of
the pandemic! Last month alone, they
served 126,000 meals which before the
pandemic is more than they would serve
in a whole year. All of this food comes
from generous donations from people like you. MBT
never takes any federal money as it comes with many
requirements that would hinder many from visiting the
food table when they have a need.

Our church has continued to support My Brother's Table
throughout the pandemic with monetary donations above
our usual annual donations. We would like to continue to
support this great cause and would appreciate your
help. To make a donation, you can send a check payable
to Nahant Village Church to PO Box 77, Nahant, MA
01908. Please put MBT on the memo line and we will be
sure that your donation gets over to My Brother’s Table.

CASH CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE CHURCH

How wonderful to be able to gather again in the
Sanctuary for in-person worship! It is so nice to
reconnect with so many in our Church family!

Because of COVID-19, the Church did not order
offering envelopes for 2021 in which to put a check or
cash contribution to the Church. To remedy this
situation, you can now find home-made offering
envelopes in the Narthex. Please write your name on the
outside of the envelope when making a cash contribution
so that we can give you a statement of your giving at the
end of the year. Anyone can use the envelopes, although
checks can simply be dropped in the offering plate --
checks clearly identify the giver.

We are very grateful for your financial support and hope
that you will join us for worship in the near future.

Marrit Nauta Hastings, Treasurer

Joel Marie - June 2
Youngae Benson - June 3
Susan Hooper - June 8
David Wilson - June 7
Elisabeth Foukal - June 12
Lynne Spencer - June 15
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NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
27 CIiff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA

CONTACT INFORMATION

Call the Church at 781-581-1202, anyone on the
Leadership Team, or Rev. Jeff for any urgent pastoral
care or other needs. Phone messages at the Church are

checked daily and forwarded to the appropriate

individual on our Team.

Church - 781-581-1202

Interim Minister

Rev. G. Jeffrey MacDonald
revieffnvc at email dot com or 978-270-0114

Leadership Team
Jen McCarthy (Chair) - edwarthy @hotmail.com
or 781-316-7309)
also Board of Deacons Chair

Nancy Cantelmo - nlc31@comcast.net
or 781-599-3977 or 617-794-6477)
Memorials/Music Committee Chair

Bill Crawford - crawfordwm@verizon.net

or 781-581-0411)
Board of Trustee Chair

Marrit Hastings (calhast@hotmail.com
or 781-581-5691)
Treasurer

Maria Welsh (mariawelsh@ymail.com
or 781-856-5753) —

Buildings and Grounds
Cal Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com
or 781-581-5691)

Andy Puleo - andynahant@aol.com
or 617-293-3913)

Compassionate Care
Olivia Bland - 781-584-8112 or 717- 816-5046

(%w are noded

q Sunday Worship Service

P Sundays @10:30 am
Remote Service

will be available on the NVC website,

YouTube, and the NVC Facebook page.
We will send an e-news blast this afternoon.

q Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 10:00 am
H Click below to join on Zoom
NVCBible
'. Meeting ID: 838 6095 4980
Passcode: 01908
Genesis Supper Club
I Fridays @ 5:00-6:30 pm
Click below to join on Zoom
P GenesisSupperClub

Meeting ID: 881 0920 8580
Passcode: 01908

Nahant Village Voices
H Saturday, June 12
Click below to join on Zoom
k NahantVV
Meeting ID: 810 8610 6763
Passcode: NVV
Passcode: 697582 (phone)

s

We would,ﬁyefor you join us!
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