
2025
Scripture Readings

 Aug. 3  
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
with Preacher Rusty Chadwick

Luke 12:13-21

 Aug. 10
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
with Preacher Rusty Chadwick

Luke 12:32-40

Aug. 17 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost/

Communion

Rev. Patricia Long 

Luke 12:49-56

Aug. 24 
 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Marraine Kettel

Luke 13: 10-17

Aug. 31
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Marraine Kettle

Luke 14:1, 17-14
___________________________________

Deacons Meeting

Sunday, Aug. 3, following 
worship

Caregivers Group 
Tuesday, Aug. 19, 11 a.m.

Church Council
Monday, Aug. 11, 6:30 p.m.

The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ

HONORING CAL & 
MARRIT; A LEGACY OF 
LOVE & SERVICE 

By Jen McCarthy 

On July 20th, I had the pleasure to 
share the following thoughts on two 
very special people. 
The Nahant Village Church 
community gathers in deep gratitude 
to honor two of our most cherished 
members—Cal and Marrit 
Hastings—whose unwavering 
dedication has shaped the heart and 
soul of our church for over 25 years. 

At our recent annual meeting, many 
noticed a quiet but significant 
change: for the first time in decades, 
neither Cal nor Marrit’s names 
appeared on the nomination list for 
church leadership roles. After much 
thoughtful reflection, they have 
chosen to step back from their 
official duties and embrace a new 
chapter, one of peaceful participation 
and fellowship, (almost) free from 
the responsibilities of boards and 
committees. 

Marrit Hastings has been the steady 
hand behind our finances for 25 
years, serving as Treasurer with 
unmatched diligence and care. From 
managing payroll and negotiating 
contracts to crafting budgets and 
supporting the Trustees, her work has 
been the backbone of our operations. 
But Marrit’s contributions extend far 
beyond numbers—her voice has 
lifted our spirits in the choir, her 
leadership has guided the Bell Choir, 
and her thoughtful touch has brought 
beauty to Swansburg Hall with fresh 
flowers that brighten every 
gathering. 

Cal Hastings, a pillar of our Board 
of Trustees also for over 25 years, 
has been the quiet force behind the 
upkeep and care of our church home. 
His tireless work with the Building 
and Grounds Committee—fixing, 
trimming, painting, and maintaining
—has ensured that our sacred space 
remains welcoming and well-loved. 

 Together, Cal and Marrit have also 
nurtured one of our most beloved 
traditions: the Community Breakfast, 
a joyful expression of hospitality and 
connection. 

Their legacy is not only in what 
they’ve done, but in how they’ve 
done it—with humility, grace, and a 
deep love for this community. They 
have been role models, mentors, and 
dear friends to so many.
(continued)



THE BELLS ARE BACK 

Starting in August, the Village Ringers will resume 
their participation in worship services on the second 
Sunday of each month. As has become somewhat of 
a tradition, bells will also be ringing every Sunday 
through Advent and the Christmas season. 

We continue to be on the lookout for individuals 
who have a musical background (i.e. can read music 
and play or have played an instrument) and may be 
interested in joining our small group. We rehearse 
Mondays from 5 to 6. Contact Marrit at 
calhast@hotmail.com or Lisa at, 
lisadhaley@gmail.com for more information or 
simply show up. We’d love to expand our group. 

OPEN MIND, OPEN HEART 
Jen McCarthy, Moderator 

As you are aware, we are currently in a period of 
transition as we continue our search 

for a new minister. In the interim, I 
have been coordinating with Supply 

Pulpit Ministers to ensure coverage 
throughout the summer. I always 

provide them with our standard bulletin 
format, but I also encourage them to make 

adjustments if they feel led to do so. I believe 
it is important for us to remain open to some variation 
during this transitional time, as it helps prepare us for 
the inevitable changes that will come with a new 
pastor. 

I’m truly excited for the opportunity we have before us 
right now. In the Sundays ahead, I encourage you to 
hold onto the moments that speak to your heart. Some 
weeks, the service or sermon may resonate deeply with 
you—other weeks, it may speak more powerfully to 
someone else. When that happens, take a moment to 
look around and rejoice in how it’s touching another 
soul. 

Each of us is unique, with our own perspectives and 
experiences. What moves you may not move someone 
else, and vice versa—and that’s the beauty of 
community. Let’s embrace this time together with joy 
and gratitude, celebrating the ways we are all being 
touched and transformed.

Thank you for your support and understanding during 
this time of transition.  

Open mind icons created by Freepik - Flaticon

On behalf of the entire congregation, we extend our 
heartfelt thanks to Cal and Marrit. Your service has 
been a blessing, and your presence continues to 
enrich our lives.

We also met after worship for cake, fellowship, and 
a chance to personally thank them both for their  
extraordinary service.

With love and gratitude, and wishing you many 
blessings 
The Nahant Village Church Family

THANK YOU TOWN OF NAHANT! 

We are grateful to the Town of Nahant for installing an 
ADA-compliant sidewalk in front of our church, 
helping to make us a more welcoming and inclusive 
place for everyone! This important addition helps make 
our church more accessible to individuals with 
disabilities, especially those using wheelchairs or other 
mobility devices. 
As you arrive for worship or church events, we kindly 
ask that you be mindful not to block this sidewalk when 

parking. Please leave extra space on each side to ensure 
safe and easy access for all.

mailto:calhast@hotmail.com
mailto:lisadhaley@gmail.com


COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND MISSIONS 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

The August 8 breakfast will be “A Look at the 90 Year 
History of  the Town Class and Town Class Racing in 
Nahant,” with Rex Antrim and Robert Wilson. 

The classic sloops date back to the early 1900s and were 
introduced to Nahant after the great hurricane of 1938 
wiped out the Town’s Star Class fleet.  The Town Class 
became the Dory Club’s dominant racing class for 
years.  

The first ever Nahant Town Class Association annual 
regatta was held in Nahant in 1962.  The Nahant Dory 
Club and Nahant Town Class Association will host the 
annual regatta again from August 15 through 17. 

Mark your calendars and spread the word. Invite family 
and friends to a hearty breakfast, a fun presentation, and 
wonderful camaraderie. 

Please note that the breakfast occurs on the 8th (not the 
first Friday in August) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 5 Community Breakfast: 
A presentation on the Impact of 
Tariffs on the American Labor 
Force, by Lindra Andros, a former 
Nahanter now living in 
Swampscott. Understanding tariffs 

and how they work, the pros and 
cons, and their impact on the American labor force is a 
subject worth knowing about right now. She has a 
substantial background in the legal field of international 
trade with Europe and China. Come hear this sure-to-be 
fascinating talk! 

🎄 SAVE THE DATES🎄  

for Our Christmas Fair & Greens 
Assembly! 

It’s never too early to get ready for Christmas so 
mark those calendars! 

Our Annual Christmas Fair will be held on 
Saturday, December 6 – and we need your help to 
make it a success!  

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and 
it takes many hands to bring it all together.  

Whether you can donate items, help set up, work 
a table, or assist with cleanup, every bit of help 
makes a difference. 

To get ready for the fair, we’ll also be holding our 
Greens Assembly Afternoon on Wednesday, 
December 3. Times to be announced later but 
rumor has it pizza will be involved! 

This is a fun and festive day where we gather to 
create beautiful greens arrangements to sell at the 
fair. No experience is necessary – just a 
willingness to jump in! Many of you helped last 
year, and the arrangements came out beautifully. 
We hope you’ll return again or join us for the first 
time. It’s easy, it’s fun, and it’s a great way to kick 
off the holiday season together. 
Stay tuned for more details, and thank you in 
advance for being part of this important event!

THE GREENS 

ARE COMING! 

(SOON)



Sarah Christie — 2 
Barbara Hodges — 11 
Nancy Cantelmo — 12 
Maureen Edison — 24 

Hunter Haley — 25 

🎶  FAREWELL & BEST WISHES TO 

CHRISTINA BRAY 🎶  

It is with heartfelt sadness that 
we share the news of Christina 
Bray’s resignation as Music 
Director of NVC. She cited the 
increasing demands of her 
work schedule and the 
challenges of a long commute 
for leaving.  

Christina expressed that this 
was not an easy decision. Over 
her time with us, she has built connections and 
friendships within our church community, and she will 
truly miss being part of the NVC family. Her passion 
for music, her dedication to excellence, and her joyful 
spirit have enriched our worship and brought 
inspiration to many. 

We are deeply grateful for Christina and the many 
ways she has shared her gifts with us. Her presence 
will be greatly missed, both at the piano and organ as 
well as in our hearts. 

Christina’s last Sunday with us will be August 10th. 
We invite everyone to join us in celebrating her 
contributions and wishing her all the best in her future 
endeavors. 

Let us send Christina off with our love, gratitude, and 
blessings as she begins this next chapter. 

🎉  MISSION SUCCESS! 🎉  

A Heartfelt Thank You from the NVC 
Missions Team 

We are thrilled to share the success of our recent 
outreach effort in partnership with Leighton 
O’Conner and Mission of Hope! Throughout the 
month of July, the Nahant Village Church 
community came together in a big way to support 
our unsheltered neighbors in Lynn. 

Thanks to your generosity, we collected an 
incredible amount of personal hygiene items—
including toothpaste, toothbrushes and holders, 
deodorant, soap, and dental floss. These essential 
supplies are already making a difference in the lives 
of those who need them most. 

In addition to the physical donations, members 
of NVC and the Nahant community contributed 
nearly $200 in monetary donations. A special shout-
out to Chris Stevens, who used those funds to 
purchase even more items to support the cause. 

The NVC Missions Team is deeply grateful for 
your compassion and commitment. At Nahant 
Village Church, we are not just talking the talk—we 
are walking the walk, just as Jesus calls us to do.  
Your Missions Committee is Chris Stevens, Lisa 
Haley, Jen McCarthy & Rachel McCarthy.  Thank 
you to them for spearheading this project.  



ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICES
We Zoom all of our worship services live each Sunday, 
so if you can’t attend in person, you are welcome to join 
us on Zoom. Meeting ID 869 1204 8062 Password:  
123456.
We also record each service. You can visit our website 
www.nahantvillagechurch.org for all of the YouTube 
links. To navigate to the archive of services, click on 
WORSHIP under the blue banner, then click on On Line 
Worship Services. You can also find services posted on 
the church’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch

WANT TO FEEL PART OF THE SERVICE 
BE A READER!!

If you’d like to participate in the worship service 
consider being a liturgist one Sunday. No experience 
necessary! You lead the responsive prayers, read the 

scripture lesson and announce the hymns. It’s easy and 
rewarding! Contact Jen at 781-316-7309 or Chris at 

781-581-1202 if you’re interested. Or simply reach our 
to us at church.  

CAREGIVER “CONNECTIONS”
Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025

11 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Nahant Village Church Library

The Caregiver Connect ions 
Support Group was formed to 
provide individuals who care for 
those with memory problems a 
forum to share experiences and to 
support each other. This Support 
Group meets monthly on the third 
Tuesday of each month from 11 
a.m - 12 p.m. The Caregiver 
Support Group is sponsored by 

Nahant COA, and Nahant Village Church. An 
experienced representative from Greater Lynn Senior 
Services will also participate. Please share this 
information with anyone who might benefit from 
participating. Contact Mary Miner of the Nahant COA 
at mminer@nahant.org for more information.

WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM 
NVC?

If you would like a visit for any reason just give a 
shout, or a call! 
781-581-1202

We’d love to see you so don’t hesitate to call!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday - 9 a.m. -noon/1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. - noon. 

Phone messages are checked regularly.  
In case of an emergency contact Jen McCarthy at 

781-316-7309

  Church – 781-581-1202  

Church Council
     Jen McCarthy - edwarthy@hotmail.com 

or 781-316-7309 
Moderator

     Rex Antrim -  rexantrim@comcast.net 
or 781-856-1067
Trustee

     Chris Stevens - cjs_ros2@verizon.net 
or 781-254-6827 /781-581-1202
Missions/Office Manager/Sexton

     Beth Walls - bethmo81@gmail.com 
Treasurer

     Robin deStefano  - rdestef@verizon.net
Clerk

Buildings and Grounds
 Rex Antrim - rexantrim@comcast.net

  Compassionate Care  - 781-581-1202    
secretary@nahantvillagechurh.org

    Lisa Haley - shoedropped@gmail.com 
Music

You are invited to … 
Sunday Worship Service in the Chapel

Sundays @10 a.m. 
or to Live Zoom Sunday Service

Live Zoom Service
Meeting ID: 869 1204 8062 

Passcode: 123456
Dial by your location 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
A link is available on the NVC Home page.

Caregiver “Connections”
Third Tuesday of the month  

11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
NVC - Library

Village Ringers
Mondays @ 5 p.m.

Swansburg Hall

Trustees 
Second Wednesday of each month, 7 p.m.

NVC Library

Church Council
Third Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m.

NVC Library

Membership
If you’d like to become a member of the church 

contact or Jen McCarthy at 781-316-7309 or 
Chris Stevens at 

secretary@nahantvillagechurch.org

We would Love for you join us!

NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA
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