December 2018

2nd First Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Worship/Communion

8th NVC Christmas Fair
9th Second Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Worship Service
11th Worship@Hathorne 10 am
Trustees Mtg 7:00 pm
16th Third Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Worship Service
20th Worship at the Jesmond
10:15 a.m.
23rd Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Worship Service
24th Christmas Eve Service

30th Laity Service
10:30 am Worship Service
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January 2019
4th Community Breakfast
6th Epiphany

10:30 am Worship/Communion

13th 1st Sunday after Epiphany
10:30 am Worship Service
1:00 pm Serve at MBT

20th 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
10:30 am Worship Service

26th Silent Movie Night
5:30 pm Potluck Supper
7:30 pm Ella Cinders

27th 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
10:30 am Worship Service

The Pulpit Rock

The Nahant Village Church ~ 27 Cliff Street, Nahant, MA 01908

where everyone is welcome

Dear Members and Friends,

" The month of December promises to

be a deeply spiritual time. Keeping the
stories from our scriptures at the center
of our minds makes this season sacred.
Each Sunday through December, a
Gospel character will speak directly to
our journey, moving us closer and
closer towards Bethlehem. The four
Advent candles, representing HOPE,
PEACE, JOY, and LOVE, will be
lighted by families from our
community. The promise that God is
once again breaking into this world, is
REAL!!

Every Thursday at 9:00 a.m., I will
lead a study of the Bible passage for
the upcoming week. These discussions
are always open and engaging.
Elizabeth and Zechariah, Joseph,
Gabriel, and Mary the mother of Jesus
will guide us on our way to Christmas.
Please join me if you are able!!

Special music is planned for each
worship service. In addition to our own
choir, guest singers will enhance our
experience. Instrumentalists will also
join us making our Advent music and
worship a glorious time of the year.

If you or someone you know is
grieving during this holiday season,
please connect with me. While many
people enjoy this time of year, many of
us are brought back to the pain of loss.
Please come and join me for a cup of
tea, while we honor the ones we love
who have died.

Blessings and Peace,

Rev. Laura

i * ! *

Bible Studies Thursdays
at 9:00 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

Thank you for your patience

In early October, panels from several
stained-glass windows (one in the
Sanctuary and four in the Chapel) were
removed for repair and restoration. We
are delighted to announce that the
repair work has been completed, and
our beautiful windows are once again
in place.

Worship Themes for December 2018

ADVENT

December 2 - 1st Sunday of Advent
HOPE - Theme: Zecharia’s Silence
Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke

1:5-24

December 9 - 2nd Sunday of Advent

PEACE - Theme: Joseph’s Dream
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25

December 16 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
JOY - Theme: Gabriel’s Greetings -
Children’s Service
Scripture: Luke 1: 26-38

December 23 - 4th Sunday of Advent
LOVE - Theme: : Mary’s Song
Scripture: Luke: 1: 39-56

December 24 - Christmas Eve
Candle Lighting Service

December 30 - First Sunday after
Christmas Laity Service




IS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT.
2 COR9:15

A message from your Co-Moderators

It has been written that each person is an opening
through which God can manifest.

Within each of us, there is the idea of Christ which
strives to overcome the differences between good and
evil, kindness and coarseness, truth and lies, and other
opposites that are a part of our daily world.

Our connection with Christ is always pure, no matter
what we have experienced.

Our experience of Jesus is never separate from the Unity
of our experience of God and the Holy Spirit.

There is an inner voice in each of us that tries to
reconcile the opposites we think and feel. This is the
voice of our Higher Self.

The coming of the Light with Jesus enfolds us with the
realization that God is alive in us in the same constant,
eternal, loving, Divine Light.

A Blessed and Merry Christmas to us all.

Respectfully yours,
Rich Stevens and Maria Welsh

Nahant Community Breakfast
Due to the Christmas Fair in Swansburg Hall, the
December breakfast will not take place. Please plan to

join us for the first breakfast of the New Year scheduled
for January 4, 2019.

Silent Auction for December 8t Church Fair

Please consider a donation
35 f( ;&
?Z ﬂy o

for the Silent Auction at the
church fair. This is not a flea
market or a rummage sale.
your wretched children don’t want despite all your
pleading? This is what we are looking for. High quality
items bring high monetary bids and this has been a real
winner for the church over the years. If you have a
question about the suitability of an item or need a pickup
please call Herb Motley at 617-943-5657 or by email at
herbmot@gmail.com. Thank you.
Captain Herbert J. Motley Jr.
Auction Chair

Is there a family treasure
you don’t have room for and

ecem

Many thanks to those who volunteered to chair a table:

* Bake Sale — Maria Welsh and Lenora Brauner

* Christmas Boutique — Maureen Edison

* Christmas Wreath — Swampscott Boy Scouts (not

yet confirmed)

* Gift Table — Margaret Alexander

* Greens — Robbie McGowan

* Jewelry — Amy Dow

* Silent Auction — Herb Motley

* Snack Bar — Jen McCarthy
Chair persons are needed for: Raffles. Help also is
needed with the setup and take down of the fair. Please
contact the person (above) who is heading the specific
table for details or let Marrit Hastings know how you
plan to help. A sign up sheet is available in the

Companionway.

As we did last year, we plan to have special activities for
children and hopefully a visit by Mrs. Claus.

Donations are needed for the Christmas Fair, as well as
volunteers to support each of the tables. Signup in the
companionway and indicate what you might bring to the
fair. We ask that you bring things of value for the Silent
Auction — antiques, art work, a day on a sailboat or
weekend at a ski or summer resort, to just name a few.

Jewelry Donations for Church Fair
Thank you for the generous jewelry donations and
excellent quality pieces to date. The hatbox is out in the
companionway  for  any
additional donations through
the next two Sundays and I
encourage more! Since our
dear Lissa is still recovering
from foot surgery I am
running the jewelry table this

year with help from Jackie. It takes time to sort, clean,
evaluate, repair and make everything look it’s best. I
humbly request that you please make an effort to submit
your donations as soon as you can over the next two
weeks. If you have any questions please callAmy Dow at
617-378-8520 or email ikors92 @yahoo.com. Thank you.
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Volunteer Opportunities

December Memory Cafe

Thursday, December 13, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
The first memory cafe was well attended and well
received. About 20 people came to the Library to check
out this new initiative. The gathering included live
music, recollections of Thanksgivings past, poetry, and a
craft activity. NVC 1is responsible for providing
refreshments and snacks. Let Marrit know if you'd like
to bring something or can come on the 13th to give a
helping hand.

Nahant Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 22, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Once again, the Church is opening its doors for the
staging of the Christmas Parade. We will be serving
coffee and hot chocolate, as well as cookies and other
goodies. Clam chowder also will be served by Legal Sea
Foods. It is a wonderful event -- so if you can spare an
hour or so, join the NVC crew to extend a warm
welcome to participants in the Christmas Parade.

Soup Sunday

We will once again hold our annual

Soup Sunday’s starting January 7,

,3()((}) 2019. Soup Sunday helps to fund

' some of our Missions with in-kind

donations being collected on the days

that we have Soup Sunday. If you are

interested in volunteering to make a

soup please sign up on the sign-up sheet

in the Companion Way or contact Jen McCarthy at
781-316-7309 or by email edwarthy @hotmail.com

S ule o

Thank you to our Deacons
I would like to take a minute to thank the Deacons who
serve on the committee with me. Joe Benson, Chris &
Rich Steevens, and Rob Alexander as well as my two
Friends of the Deacons, Maureen Edison and Olivia
Brand, generously give their time each week to make
sure that your church service goes off without a hitch.
They are always there to greet you with a smile and help
you and Rev. Laura as needed. In addition, they often
volunteer to help when we have a funeral or a wedding.
It is a pleasure to serve with you all. I appreciate all that
you do and am very grateful for your friendship, help
and service.
Blessings, %Mé
Yo

Jen McCarthy
Deacon Chairperson

White Christmas
Let’s share some Christmas
Cheer by participating in our

traditional White Christmas ;(:
which brings some holiday cheer e gt
to needy individuals and families ‘ : At

with children. Donations of gift

cards to food or clothing stores

(not to exceed $50 each) will be greatly appreciated.
Please make sure that your name appears on your
donation, so that we can properly credit this on your
year-end giving statement. If you prefer, donations also
can be made by check, with White Christmas written in
the memo line. The donations are given to needy
families at the Johnson School, individuals or families in
our congregation, and others. Some of the White
Christmas gifts are made in the form of a delivery of oil
to help keep the family warm.

Also, let us take this opportunity to thank our staff for all
they have done in the past year: Rev. Laura, Herman,
Andy Puelo, Sue Edwards, and Susan Gilbert . If you
wish to donate, please write in “Staff Gifts” in the memo
line of your check.

Donations for White Christmas and/or Staff Gifts must
be received no later than Sunday, December 16.

Help show compassion for those in need: If you know
of any one in need that should be considered for a White
Christmas gift, please share this information with
someone on the Leadership Team.

Order your Poinsettias for the
Christmas Eve Service
Help make the NVC altar awash
with the color of the season and
have a Poinsettias to take home
following the service for a holiday
decoration. Please use the order
form attached and order early. The
deadline for ordering is Monday,

December 17.

Offering Envelopes
Contact Marrit Hastings if you'd like to receive weekly
offering envelopes for 2019 (if you have not already
requested them). We have ordered fewer envelope sets
this year since so few people use them. This means that
you may not get the same number that you have had in
the past. Offering envelope sets will be available after
the Christmas Fair.
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Letter and Christmas Card from Jessica Pedro,
the NVC Sponsored Child in the Philippines

Dear Sponsor,

First of all, I would like
# ° to greet you a pleasant
day. I hope that everyone
is in the best of health.
About me, I'm doing
good, also my family. I'm
doing good in school. We
have so many activities
like we have cheer dance,
hip hop and festival
competition in our school
last. Last week was the
stressful week because
we also have our final
exam and we also need to pass our final projects. But
thanks to God, we all past that struggles and problems
together with my classmates. I'm happy because even
though I have a hard time, I still pass all the subject in
our exam/final exam. I'm so thankful because my
struggles are worth it.

Bue en‘ofu;qh food, healthy and active body
€ given 0pporturity fos
de given pratection ¢
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e
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Next semester, we will have our emersion on working
job. I’'m so excited. And I promise to do well and to do
my best to have good grades always.

Here in our place we [are] celebrating [the] Buglasan
Festival that’s why there are so many people here. I'm
enjoying going to Buglasan with my friends and family.
There are also fireworks and street parades. Also, our
fiesta is fast approaching.

My sponsor, thank you very much for everything. Thank
you for the help and support, especially in my studies.
I’'m so blessed and thankful to God to have you and
LCP in my life. M[a]y God bless you and guide you
always. I love you so much.

Your sponsor child,
Jessica T. Pedro

Please view the original Christmas Card and note (below)
from Jessica in the “people” section of the big book on the
table in the Companionway.
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The Nahant Village Church Hosts the Annual

CHRISTMAS BY THE SEA
2018 HOLIDAY FAIR

R Nahant Lobster Rolls
Homemade Crafts
| Holiday Gifts

Silent Auction
Designer Boutique

For the Kids: Saturday
A visit from

s December 8

11:00 a.m. and
other fun activities 9:00 a.m -
2:00 p.m.

to follow!
The Nahant Village Church
27 CIiff Street
Nahant. MA 01908

On Sale - 2019
Nahant Historical
Society Calendars

Save the Date
Silent Movie Night
Saturday, January 26
A Potluck Supper will precede the movie “Ella Cinders”
will be shown, with live piano accompaniment by Rob
Humphreville. Join us
for this do not miss

FLLA CINDERS

No. 1

event. Ella Cinders is a
1926 American silent
comedy film, directed
by Alfred E. Green,
starring Colleen Moore

and co-starring Lloyd
Hughes. Tickets are $15
if bought before January
1, and $20 thereafter.
Advance tickets are
available for purchase at
the Christmas by the Sea
Holiday Fair and at the Church on Sundays after services

or at the Church office on Tuesdays, Thursdays, or
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
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ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA NOW

The altar and sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias for the
Christmas Eve Service on Monday, December 24th.

The cost per poinsettia is $12.
Please make your check out to the Nahant Village Church.
Please complete the form below and send it with your check
no later than Monday, December 17th to:

Nahant Village Church,
PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908
Attn: Lissa Stempek

The form and check may also be placed in the offering plate.

We request that you take your poinsettia after the service on
Christmas Eve.

(Any poinsettias that are left will be given to someone who is ill, homebound, or unable
to get out to church.)

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
| wish to purchase poinsettia(s) for Christmas.
| would like my name printed in the bulletin as follows: In memory (or in
celebration) of:

Given by:




