
2024
Scripture Readings
 Aug. 4 Worship/Communion
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

John: 24-35
Theme: Communion

 Aug. 11 Worship/Blessing of the 
Animals

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis: 8:1-19
Theme: Animals 

Aug. 18 Worship
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

1Kings 2:1-12; 3:3-14
Theme: Solomon’s Request

Aug. 25 Worship
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
1Kings 8:1,6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43

Theme: Solomon’s Dream
___________________________

Nahant Community Breakfast 
Friday, August 2, 8 a.m.

Overcoming Racism 
Nahant Public Library 

Tuesday, Aug. 13, 20 & 27, 5:30 p.m.

Trustees 
Tuesday, Aug. 13, 7 p.m.

Church Council 
Monday, Aug. 19, 2 p.m.

Caregivers Group
Tuesday, Aug. 20, 11 a.m.

The Pulpit Rock
The Nahant Village Church, 27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA 01908

An open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ
                                         where everyone is welcome

ALL CREATURES 
GREAT & SMALL`

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
On August 11th we will be gathering 
at Marjoram Park for a Blessing of the 
Animals Service. This is one of the 
most popular services I’ve officiated 
in Nahant and elsewhere. What’s not 
to like? We gather outdoors. We sing. 
We share time with beloved furry/
feathery/scaly family members and 
hear their stories. We bask in the 
goodness of creation and the Creator 
and the company of others. And there 
is the added bonus that the sermon is 
always shorter! Plus we never quite 
know what interesting thing will 
occur– last year a guest canine sang 
along with all the hymns (sometimes 
more in key than me)! 
There is, of course, also time taken to 
bless each of the animals gathered or 
appearing by photograph. That time of 
blessing animals can be precious and 
powerful. While the next in line is 
being introduced to the gathered and 
their wonderful story is being told, I 
get to have an up close meeting with 
the animal(s) and human (s) whose 

turn for the blessing has arrived. The 
human’s eyes almost always light up 
and sparkle as I’m introduced to their 
treasured creatures. I am usually 
kneeling and gently say “Hello” and 
pet the animal about to be blessed. 
After a moment or so I touch the 
animal, look at them and say “God 
bless [name].” Then I look up and say 
to the human(s) “ May your love for 
this animal be a constant reminder of 
God and God’s love for you and all of 
creation.” 
The animals are almost always 
pleasant and content (after blessing 
over a hundred animals I’ve only been 
bitten twice). The humans are almost 
always full of love and gratitude for 
their beloved animal and the Blessing 
of the Animals Service. And I don’t 
just mean the people who bring their 
pets to the service, I mean everyone in 
attendance. There is something about 
being around animals, hearing their 
stories and providing them with 
blessings that makes people smile and 
makes God’s presence more 
perceptible. I think it is one of the 
signs that animal blessings bless us 
all.
Among the hundred or so animals I’ve 
blessed most have been dogs of many 
sizes, breeds and temperaments. But 
there have been a fair amount of cats. 
I’ve also blessed a goat or two, 
chickens, a ferret, lizards, a snake and 
a gopher tortoise that wandered down 
the aisle as we set up outside for a 
service in Florida. Probably the most 
memorable and powerful blessing was 
given to an aged terminally ill dog 
who was going to humanly be put to



IMPORTANT BUDGET REMINDER 
& REQUEST  

Just a reminder to all members and friends of Nahant 
Village Church that we planned our 2024 church 
budget with a deficit of $92,205. 

Anyone who would like to help narrow that gap with a 
special gift or an increase in contributions is 
encouraged to do so. All gifts and offerings help 
Nahant Village Church continue the dynamic and 
transformative work we are doing.

MAKE A DATE FOR MURDER 
Saturday Oct 26, 6 p.m.

	 	   MURDER AT THE

Please make a reservation for our Oct. 26
fundraiser, a Murder Mystery Dinner. An

interactive event where you could become a 
detective, suspect, or the murderer! Tickets are $60 
per person and include dinner, drinks dessert and a 
fabulous show! 1950’s dress encouraged! Contact 
Chris Stevens 781-254-6827 for more information. 

And tickets will be available soon!

YOU SHOULD KNOW!

Rev. Scott’s email was cloned once again by 
scammers.  

Please know Rev. Scott will NEVER: 
*Text you asking for money or gift cards — or at 

all! Rev. Scott does not use a cell phone! 
* Email you asking for money or gift cards! 

If you receive a text or an email that appears to be 
from Rev. Scott asking you to send anything — 

delete it. DO NOT RESPOND

In fact if you receive any emails from anyone or 
institution asking you for money, gift cards or 

personal information DO NOT RESPOND. Call 
that person or bank or credit card or insurance 
company with the number you have on your 

statements or from their website and ask if they 
tried to contact you.

And if you have any questions pick up the phone 
and call Scott or Chris Stevens at 781-581-1202.

sleep the next day– the non-member neighbor had 
seen our sign for the service and made sure to come 
and have their beloved blessed and prayed for. Of 
course, we also prayed for the neighbor losing a 
beloved furry family member is very often a 
devastating loss.

The animals in our lives matter. Whether yours is 
brought to the service on August 11th or not, it is a 
blessing and blessed already in many ways. But it’s 
fun and touching and often powerful to attend a 
Service of the Blessing of Animals. We’d love to 
have you and your furry/feathery/scaly family 
member at the one we are holding at Marjoram Park, 
at 10am in August 11th.

Your Brother in Christ, 
Rev. Scott 
Elliott





COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND MISSIONS 

NAHANT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST  
August 2,  8 a.m. 

Exploring Europe for the Second Time

Former NVC organist and pianist Peter Freisinger 
worked in German opera houses in the 1990s. He 
traveled widely, before returning to the U.S. Then in 
2021, he headed back to Europe. 

At the breakfast, Peter will discuss his experiences 
(especially musical) in Austria, Germany and France, 
as well as visits to other countries, and entertain 
questions. He will also play a few short pieces on the 
keyboard.

Peter is back in the U.S. for a few weeks before going 
back to Europe. He’s looking forward to returning to 
NVC where he was organist and choir director before 
and slightly after COVID.

Breakfast is served at 8 with the presentation from 
about 8:15 to 9 a.m.  Join us for an interesting 
presentation and entertainment, a hearty breakfast and 
wonderful camaraderie.  Spread the word and bring 
family and friends.

Transportation of elders to and from the breakfast may 
be arranged by calling the Tiffany Room a few days in 
advance of the breakfast at 781-581-7557.

REMINDER
Just a reminder that our 
Aug. 4 worship will be in 
the Sanctuary at 10 a.m.! 
Please join us if you are 

able.

We will be holding another community wide yard sale tis 
time in the fall, Sept. 21, and we hope that you will all 
participate in one way or another! If you have items 
you’d like to donate, we will be taking them starting 
Monday Sept. 9 through Thursday Sept. 19. Please bring 
drop offs during office hours which are Mon.-Thurs. 
9 .m. - noon/1 p.m. - 3 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. to noon. 
We are not accepting clothing or large bulky pieces of 
furniture. Please make sure items are clean, unbroken 
and usable. If you’re unsure or need help getting things 
to the church call Chris at 781-581-1202 or Jen at 
781-316-7309 and we’ll talk it through and or arrange a 
pick up. 
Also call Chris if you’d like to reserve a space to sell 
your own stuff, crafts or what have you. 



Sara Christie — 2 
Barbara Hodges — 11 
Nancy Cantelmo — 12 
Maureen Edison — 24 

Hunter Haley — 25 

A Blessing for Animals 
Service

August 11 at 10 am  
Marjoram Park 

All the pets of Nahant are invited  
(but must be accompanied by owner and under control). 

Come, be blessed 

Brought to you by 
NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH, UCC 

If it rains, the service will be held in the sanctuary, 27 Cliff Street.

1. Thou shalt not let thy pet run amuck. 

2. Thou shall bring one animal per person. 

3. Thou shall keep thy animal comfortable and watered at all times 

4. Thou shall remember thy pet’s leash, carrier/cage and use them! 

5. Thou shall clean up after thy pet 

6. Thou shall be responsible for thy pet at all times and not allow  
altercations with other pets, people, beasts or bandits. 

7. Thou shall be responsible for they pet being courteous toward  
others. 

8. Thou shall be especially cautious around children (they can scare  
easily even by small friendly creatures) 

9. Thou shall not bite, nip, claw, kick, buck, sting, constrict, gnaw, spit,  
scratch nor eat the pastor, liturgist or parishioners (or other  
critters). 

10. Thou shall endeavor to have fun and enjoy the service & thy fellow  
animals and be thankful to thy Maker.  

Guidelines for Animal Blessing Sunday  

10 Creature Care & Courtesy Commandments 

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH

Did you know that over 80% of visitors attend a church 
because someone in the pews asked them to?
See, no matter how good our worship services and our 
events and mission work are, people need that personal 
touch, They need to be asked to attend on Sundays. And 
they need to be asked by us. 
The goal of each member asking a person a month to 
NVC is very doable, so let’s all start doing it. It's the way 
for NVC to grow, to blossom like sunflowers!

CALLING ALL PET OWNERS! 🐾

PSST …
Starting on Sunday, August 18, the Village Ringers will 
return to the worship service every third Sunday of the 
month until the start of advent when we hope to play 

more often. Come and hear us ring those bells.



Did You See …

The pollinator garden planted by 
Lynne Spencer is working!  
Photos are by Jen McCarthy (right 
now& left) & Lisa Haley (center)

If  you missed church on July 21 
then you missed out! Thank you to 
Rich Stevens, Ute Gfrerer and 
Ute’s friend opera singer Kristina 
Baran and Lisa Haley who 
jumped in to help when Linda 
Hall, who put together the 
amazing music program to match 
Rev. Scott’s awesome sermon on 
Peace, fell ill. Watch the video on 
YouTube. It’s worth it! 



ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICES
We Zoom all of our worship services live each Sunday, 
so if you can’t attend in person, you are welcome to join 
us on Zoom. Meeting ID 869 1204 8062 Password:  
123456.
We also record each service. You can visit our website 
www.nahantvillagechurch.org for all of the YouTube 
links. To navigate to the archive of services, click on 
WORSHIP under the blue banner, then click on On Line 
Worship Services. You can also find services posted on 
the church’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch

WANTED: VOLUNTEERS FOR 
COFFEE HOUR 

All you need to do is serve coffee and treats, provided by 
you, or other volunteers immediately after worship and 
then clean up. If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Jen McCarthy.

CAREGIVER “CONNECTIONS”
Tuesday, August. 20, 2024

11 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Nahant Village Church - Swansburg Hall

The Caregiver Connect ions 
Support Group was formed to 
provide individuals who care for 
those with memory problems a 
forum to share experiences and to 
support each other. This Support 
Group meets monthly on the third 
Tuesday of each month from 11 
a.m - 12 p.m. The Caregiver 
Support Group is sponsored by 

Nahant COA, and Nahant Village Church. An 
experienced representative from Greater Lynn Senior 
Services will also participate. Please share this 
information with anyone who might benefit from 
participating. Contact Mary Miner of the Nahant COA 
at mminer@nahant.org for more information.

WANT A VISIT?
Rev. Scott is happy to visit members and is willing to 
travel — all you have to do is ask and schedule a date 
& time! Let him know by calling 781-581-1202 or 
emailing him at Nahantpastor@gmail.com. because 
— he won't know you want a visit if you don’t ask!

WE NEED LITURGISTS ON SUNDAYS  
No experience necessary!

If you would like to participate in the worship service 
by leading responsive prayers, reading scripture and 
announcing hymns, please contact Jen McCarthy at 
781-316-7309 or call the NVC office at 781-581-1202 
or sign up electronically by clicking on this link 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
20F054FADAF28AAFC1-liturgist

mailto:mminer@nahant.org
http://www.nahantvillagechurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheNahantVillageChurch
mailto:Nahantpastor@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FADAF28AAFC1-liturgist
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FADAF28AAFC1-liturgist


CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours 

Saturday-Thursday - 9 a.m. -noon/1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. - noon. 

Phone messages are checked regularly.  
In case of an emergency contact Jen McCarthy at 

781-316-7309

  Church – 781-581-1202  
  Minister: Rev. Scott Elliot-nahantpastor@gmail.com 

781-581-1202
Clerk: Robin deStefano  - rdestef@verizon.net 

or 781-581-1202
  Church Council
     Jen McCarthy - edwarthy@hotmail.com 

or 781-316-7309 
Moderator

     Rex Antrim -  rexantrim@comcast.net 
or 781-856-1067
Trustee

     Chris Stevens - cjs_ros2@verizon.net 
or 781-254-6827 /781-581-1202
Deacon/office manager

     Marrit Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com) 
or 781-581-5691- Treasurer

     Robin deStefano  - rdestef@verizon.net
Clerk

  Buildings and Grounds
     Cal Hastings - calhast@hotmail.com                              

or 781-581-5691)
     Amy Dow - ikors92@yahoo.com

617-378-8520
  Compassionate Care Circle - 781-581-1202    
secretary@nahantvillagechurh.com

You are invited to … 
Sunday Worship Service in the Chapel

Sundays @10 a.m. 
or to Live Zoom Sunday Service

Live Zoom Service
Meeting ID: 869 1204 8062 

Passcode: 123456
Dial by your location 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
A link is available on the NVC Home page.

Caregiver “Connections”
Third Tuesday of the month  

11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
NVC - Swansburg Hall

Village Ringers
Mondays @ 5 p.m.

Swansburg Hall

Trustees 
Second Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m.

NVC Library

Church Council
Third Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m.

NVC Library

Membership
If you’d like to become a member of the church 

contact Rev. Scott at nahantpastor@gmail.com or 
Jen McCarthy at 781-316-7309

We would Love for you join us!

NAHANT VILLAGE CHURCH
27 Cliff Street, PO Box 77, Nahant, MA
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